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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

Dear Parents, 
 

At the commencement of this week I have had the privilege to read every child’s Semester One report in the school. One 
thing that stood out was the incredible number of students with outstanding effort in all areas of their learning. Whilst 
these reports are not the same as our past reports due to the exceptional circumstances of Terms 1 and 2, they provide 
some clear achievements and goals (where to next) for each child. In Week 3 next term there will be an opportunity for 
parents and teachers to discuss each student’s progress via Parent Teacher meetings. 
  

There would not be a single family in Australia who, at some stage in the life of their children, hadn’t encouraged them to 
“do their best”.  When we, as parents, tell our children to do their best, we also need to tell them that their best is never 
going to be the same from one period of time to the next. Everything is alive and changing all the time, so their best will 
sometimes be high quality and at other times will not be as good; it could depend on whether they are feeling wonderful 
and happy or upset and moody.  When our children don’t do their best, they are somewhat denying themselves the 
opportunity to be who they really are. 
  

So, how can we support our children to do their best? Well, most children become what adults tell them they can become. 
Children take words to heart, especially words from the adults they love; they want and need to believe what their parents 
say about them. Through our speech and behaviour towards our children, we communicate to them the boundaries of 
their potential. 
  

Sometimes, children will need feedback from their parents that might be negative in nature. However, we need to take 
care that the manner in which we give the feedback is not counterproductive to our children not thinking well of 
themselves and accepting the need to perhaps change their behaviour. When we do give feedback, we need to focus on 
the behaviour not on our child’s general worth as a person. 
  

To help children to do their best we need to show a genuine interest in them and let them know how much we care about 
them. We need to acknowledge what’s important to them and provide affirmation about who they are and what they’re 
doing. We need, on occasion, to say “well done” or “I was really impressed with the effort and time you put into...” for 
nothing worth doing is ever easy; worthwhile things always take time and effort. When the need arises, we might offer to 
lend a hand; if our children see that we are willing to commit our time and energy to their interests, they will be more 
committed to see things through and be less likely to give up on themselves. 
  

“Lord, we invite You to walk with us as we journey with our children. 
Help our guidance to be reflective of You so that it is loving, compassionate and honest.  Amen.” 

Steven Jones   
 Principal   
 

At St Patrick’s we are making a difference by being safe, respectful learners. 
 

 

https://www.skoolbag.com.au/parentinstructions.pdf
http://www.stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au/


 

UPCOMING DATES  NOTES HOME 

Week 10 
2/7: Semester 1 Modified Reports - Sent 
Home 
3/7: Last Day Term 2 
 
 

Term 3 - Week 1 
20/7: 8:30am - Assembly 
22/7: 8:35am - 9:00am Penance, 4H 

 9:15am - 9:45am, 3D - Attending Parish 
Mass 
Dance Fever - Years 3-6 

23/7: Kindergarten Excursion - Calmsley Hill 
Farm 

 Kindergarten Excursion Note 
Year 3 Science Experiments 
ICAS English and Mathematics 
Year 6 Canberra Excursion  
 

 

MERIT AWARDS 

KA Mia Boutros 
Elias Mansour 

KH Therese Boutros 
Raymond Chakti 

KGM William Burns 
Maria Gerges 

1F Finau Kailahi 
Emerson Bell 

1C Daniel Kalouche 
Arrha Choudhury 

2C Anthony Ghalloub 
Ella Saba 

2A Hayden Warena 
Anton Boutros  

2H Hannah Tarabay 
Callum Wall 

3F Youssef Elia 
Rita Makdsi 

3D Jacob Alemu 
Alyssa Ters 

4B Julian Hana 
Destin Dandan 

4H Joy Sovula 
Maribelle Nahas 

4BM Isaac Younan 
Austin Lawlor 

5R Charbel Akkari 
Alexander Farag 

5C Kokoda Mahony 
Jae-Ahn Williams 

5M Raquel Ters 
Gabriella Bani Ayyoub 

6Z Sarah-Maree Ghalloub 
Cynthia El Bacha 

6KF Eliane Akkari 
Ayva Obeid 

6CF Bianca Loulach 
Isaiah El Khoury Hanna  

 

STAFFING  SCHOOL BANKING  eSAFETY GUIDE 

Congratulations to Miss Dalia Fadel 
who has been appointed the 
Numeracy Leader of Learning for the 
reminder of 2020. We also welcome 
back Mrs Cassandra Bruscino who 
will be the Year 3F teacher each 
Wednesday whilst Miss Fadel leads 
the Numeracy development at St 
Patrick’s.  

 School Banking will resume in Term 
3. School Banking will take place 
every Tuesday. Children are to bring 
their deposit in every week on 
School Banking day using their 
Dollarmites deposit wallet and place 
deposit wallet in the office bag for 
processing. 
 

 Often parents will ask the school 
about various apps and online 
content. Please see the following 
eSafety Guide to learn about the 
latest games, apps and social 
media, including how to protect 
your information and report 
inappropriate content.   

 
 

STUDENT ABSENCES 

Parents are asked to continue to be extremely vigilant during the current health situation and not send a sick child to 
school and where necessary see the local doctor.  If your child/ren are away from school a note to explain the absence is 
required within 7 days of the first day of any absent period. If your child/ren does not bring a note within the 7 days their 
absence may be recorded as an ‘Unexplained’. Student absences can be recorded by:  

● Note to teacher (upon first day of return) 
● Skoolbag App  
● SMS Service (link message at 10am) 
● Notifying the school office 
● Email the school - stpatsguildford@parra.catholic.edu.au 

 
Extended Leave 
Extended leave is considered to be 5 or more days during the school term for the purpose of a family holiday, family 
business, bereavement or other reasons. Parents or carers must complete and submit an Application of Extended Leave 
form prior commencing leave and have it approved by the school Principal. This form is available from the office or on 
the school website. 
 

 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XJFGs-QxjfAHM3qqBOY-KA7onsLzsrXMLDVKN-ZOBBI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10FaXjckTFUsmRhF7OwIGzenDjrdPd317l7WYfw0JkSo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1inZz3hmlGUoYQAP4-Ks23BC7EL14tjmt9T_flSIUARI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Vxm1xck1sGZi4ycpjntREjQtlQZhNpbjZ9BBS-juUzo/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.esafety.gov.au/key-issues/esafety-guide
https://www.esafety.gov.au/key-issues/esafety-guide
mailto:stpatsguildford@parra.catholic.edu.au
https://www.stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au/-/media/Files/CEDP/Sites/Primary/StPatricksPrimaryGuildford-Files/2019-Files/Notes/Application-for-Extended-Leave.pdf


 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

Over the last two weeks every grade Kindergarten to Year 6 have been working on building their student’s reading 
stamina. Why? Because we know that frequent, sustained, voluminous reading helps students to become better readers.  
 
Having stamina for something means being able to stick with it for longer periods of time. This stamina, or endurance, 
builds strength. Stamina can apply to lots of different areas, such as exercise or painting. It can also apply to reading. 
 
Reading stamina is a child's ability to focus and read independently for longer periods of time without being distracted or 
without distracting others. St Patrick’s students have been working on this together, reading for a little longer each day, 
plotting their progress as they go.  

 

 

 

 
 

Reading stamina is something that you as a parent can help your child to develop too.  
 
Here's how: 

1. Vary the way reading is done. Think about this in terms of having your child "read to themselves, read to 
someone, and/or listen to someone else read."  

2. Choose books that your child is interested in. If your child is at a stage of being able to read alone, help them to 
choose books that they are able to read independently. If the book is too hard, let them flick through the pages 
and ‘read’ the pictures or have someone read it to them. 

3. Set reasonable goals. Most children find it difficult to sit for long periods of time, even with the most engaging 
book! When starting out, limit book time to just a few minutes and work up from there. For 5-7 year olds, consider 
starting with 10-15 minutes of reading time, and work up from there. 10-12 year olds 30-60 minutes. Add a few 
minutes to your reading time every week or so. 

4. Celebrate progress. Without getting too caught up on the number of minutes spent reading, celebrate the time 
that is spent reading. Share your favourite parts of books you have read, plan the next visit to the library, and 
share progress with other family members. 

Happy Reading everyone 

Tracy Hoey 
Assistant Principal 
 

 



 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR 

SACRED HEART - OUTREACH 
Thank you to each and everyone of you for the generous donations of nonperishable food. 
As you can see from the photo, the display in the foyer has multiplied each day. These 
items will be handed over to the Manning Foundation on Friday, so if you would like to still 
contribute items, please send them to the office before school so they can be included in 
the collection. 
 
The Mufti day last Friday was a great success. We managed to raise $505. Half of this has 
been given to the Manning Foundation and the other half to The Jesuit Refugee Services. 
 
Also this week the students have been creating care cards to send to those in local 

nursing homes as a way of cheering them up. As we all know, they were isolated more than we were as they were the 
most vulnerable in the community. We hope the cards can bring a smile to their face and let them know that we care and 
are always keeping them in our thoughts and prayers. 

 
There are many ways we can be the helping hand and loving heart of Jesus to those in need. The students have learned 
that they can make a difference and see a need and do something about it regardless of their age. 
 
SACRAMENTS 

First Penance 
The students from Year 2 will be receiving their First Penance next term. This will be celebrated during school 
time, as a class, due to the private nature of the Sacrament. Please note the following dates for your record as 
no certificate is issued and you will require the date for High School Applications.  
2C - 26th August         2A - 2nd September        2H - 9th September 
 
First Holy Communion 
Information notes and registration forms were handed to the children that are eligible to receive the Sacrament 
in Year 3 on 1st July. It is preferable that a child receives the Sacrament for the first time in their current Parish 
and worshipping community, however, this decision is left to Parents discretion. If your child is in Years 4-6 and 
hasn’t received First Holy Communion, please leave your childs’ name and class and your details at the school 

office for me to contact you. All weekend Masses and the Weekday Masses in the October holidays have been opened 
up for booking in your child for First Holy Communion. There is strictly only one First Communicant at each Mass with 
only immediate family attending (Parents, Siblings and Grandparents). This is due to social distancing regulations and it 
will also allow parishioners to be able to attend Masses. The church is limited to 50 people gathered under the social 
distancing expectations, so anyone wanting to attend will need to ring the Parish office to book their place. Parents need 
to fill in the form and supply a baptisamal certificate to the Parish office at the time of booking in a Mass time and 
date. If you have any further inquiries, please call the Parish office on 9632 2672 during office hours : 8.30-3pm Monday- 
Thursday   8.30-2pm Friday  Closed daily 12.30-1pm. 

 
Confirmation 
Confirmation for students in Year 5 who are baptised in the Roman Catholic tradition is still scheduled for 
Saturday 21st November at 7pm. Further details will be provided towards the end of Term 3. 
 

 
MASSES 
Due to limited numbers allowed in the church according to social distancing regulations, it is vital that anyone wishing to 
attend any of the masses phone the parish office to book in. Unfortunately anyone who does not call and book may be 
turned away.  
Next term classes will resume attending the parish mass and participate in class penance. 
 
Week 1                                                                  Week 2 
8.35am Penance: 4H                                             8.35am Penance: 4B  
9.15am Wednesday 22nd July                              9.15am Wednesday 29th July 
3D attending Mass                                                3F attending Mass 
St Mary Magdalene                                               St Martha  
                                                                                                                           Have a safe holiday. Yours in Christ, 
                                                                                                                                    Wardeh Khoury   

 



 
 

HAIRSTYLES  CLOTHING POOL  DANCEFEVER 

As it is only a two week break, we 
ask for parents' support in ensuring 
hairstyles are not cut to extremes and 
colour or streaking undertaken during 
the holidays. Hairstyles should be 
appropriate and their normal hair 
colour. Thank you for your anticipated 
support of this request. 

 To adhere with current advice, the St 
Patrick’s Clothing Pool will operate 
by completing a 
“Wish to Order” form 
at the office. School 
staff will attempt to 
meet the request if 
items are available. 

 Next term, Dancefever will go 
ahead for Years 3 to 6 every 
Wednesday.  
Students in Years 3 to 6 can wear 
their sports uniform on this day. 

 

WELLBEING 

During Term 2, Paddy had many messages that he shared with the teachers and students of St Patrick’s. His 
videos were shared with the students in class and the parents on Facebook. Paddy would like to say a big 
“Thank You” for all your support in ensuring the messages are being taught.  

                         
Gem update 

Well done to all the grades as they are filling their Gem jars. Look forward to seeing full jars next term.  
 
 
  

 

SPORT 

As NSW begins to reduce COVID-19 restrictions, it has provided an opportunity for some of our school’s 
sporting events to commence next term, beginning with our Athletics Carnival. It is important to reiterate that 
all sport and recreation resumption decisions have been based on State and Territory COVID-19 public health 
advice and Catholic Education Diocese of Parramatta Guidelines.  
 
Therefore our School Athletics Carnival will be held on Friday 
14th August 2020 at Holroyd Sportsground (Peel St, Holroyd) for 
ONLY school staff and students from Years 2 - 6.  More 
information will specify student requirements, in the Athletics 
Carnival Permission Note coming home next term.  
 
I understand that this is disappointing and upsetting, especially 
for Kindergarten and Year 1. However in these unprecedented 
times, your support and assistance is muchly appreciated.  
 
Thank you, 
Alexander Meoli 
Sports Coordinator  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12Dz6oNABEkWrMxRoPYNjFXTIKcHLY9AL/view?usp=sharing


 
 

LIBRARY 

There are 8 weeks to go in the Premier’s Reading Challenge.  
Congratulations to Mouamal Al-Muhsen 3D, Patrick Chami 3F,  Marcel Chehade 4H and Danielle Sleiman 5C for finishing 
the Challenge! 
WHO WILL FINISH NEXT???  
Don’t forget, during 2020, students will be able to add 10 choice books to their Student Reading Records. 

 

KINDERGARTEN 2021 ENROLMENTS OPEN 

2021 Kindergarten enrolments are now open.  
If your child was born between 1st August, 2015 and 31st July, 2016, please 
collect an enrolment form via the school website or school office.  Please let 
family, friends and neighbours know that 2021 Kindergarten forms are 
available. 
Please note: Advertised Open Days have been cancelled. 

 
Thank you to parents who have already submitted their enrolment applications 
for Kindergarten 2021. Letters of Offer will be sent to families who have 
submitted an enrolment application. Mr Jones and Mrs Hoey will be conducting 
interviews with the children over the next few weeks. 

 

PARENT LINE 

Parent Line is a free telephone counselling and support service for parents and carers with children aged 0 to 18 who live 
in NSW.  Call 1300 1300 52 
What Can I Talk About? 
Parent Line receives calls from parents, carers and professionals who have questions or concerns about a child or young 
person. Their qualified and caring counsellors can help you whether you are caring for a baby, child or teenager. 

 

BUILDING UPDATE 

During the past two weeks we have seen the laying of the first floor concrete slab at the western end of the building and 
the commencement of the installation of the roof at the eastern end.  The Kindergarten (2021) space has started to take 
shape on the ground floor with walls and spaces being erected and defined. 
 

        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

St Patrick’s Guildford Term 3 Planner 2020 
 

WEEK MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SAT/SUN 

1 
 

20/7 
 
8:45am Assembly  
 

21/7 
 

22/7 
8.35 Penance- 4H 
9.15 3D attending Mass 
Dance Fever Yrs 3-6 
 
 

23/7 
 
Kindergarten Calmsley 
Farm Excursion 
 
 

24/7 
 
 

25/7 
 
26/7 
 
 

2 
 
 

27/7 
Term overviews sent 

home 
 
8:45am Assembly  
 
 

28/7 
 
 
 

29/7 
8.35 Penance- 4B 
9.15 3F attending Mass 
 
Dance Fever Yrs 3-6 
 
 

30/7 
 
 

31/7 
 

1/8 
 
 
2/8 
 
 

3 
 
 
 

3/8 
 

8:45am Assembly  
 
 
Parent Teacher 
Interviews (Semester 1) 

4/8 
 

School Photo Day  
 
 
Parent Teacher 
Interviews (Semester 1) 

5/8  
8.35 Penance- 4BM 
9.15 5C attending Mass 
 
Dance Fever Yrs 3-6 
 
 
Parent Teacher 
Interviews (Semester 1) 

6/8 
 
 

7/8 
 
Feast of St Mary of the 
Cross MacKillop Liturgy  

8/8 
Feast of St 
Mary of the 
Cross 
MacKillop 
 
9/8 
 

4 
 

10/8  
 

Staff  
Development  

Day 

11/8 
 
Tell Them From Me 
(TTFM) Survey Period 
commences 2020 

12/8 
8.35 Penance- 3D 
9.15 5R attending Mass 
 
Dance Fever Yrs 3-6 
 
 
 

13/8 
 
Voice of Youth Cluster 
final 
 

14/8 
 
St Patrick’s Athletics 
Carnival (Yrs 2-6) @ 
Holroyd Sportsground 
(no parents permitted)  

15/8 
Feast of the 
Assumption 
 
16/8 
 

5 
 

17/8 
 
8:45am Assembly  
 
 

18/8 
8:45am Assembly  
 
UNSW English 
Competition 
 

19/8 
8.35 Penance- 3F 
9.15 5M attending Mass 
 
Dance Fever Yrs 3-6 
 
 

20/8 
  
10:30am Building 
Meeting 
 
 

21/8 
 

 

22/8 
 
 
23/8 

6 
Book 
Week 

Literacy & 
Numeracy 

Week 

24/8 
 
8:30-10am Book Parade 
 
 

25/8 
 
 

26/8 
11.30 First Penance- 2C 
9.15 4H attending Mass 
 
Dance Fever Yrs 3-6 
 
 
 

27/8 
 
 
 
 

28/8 
 
Tell Them From Me 
(TTFM) Survey Period 
2020 Commences 

29/8 
 
30/8 
 
 
 

7 31/8 
 
8:45am Assembly  
 

1/9 
 
UNSW Mathematics 
Competition 

2/9 
11.30 First Penance- 2A 
9.15 4B attending Mass 
 
Dance Fever Yrs 3-6 
 
 

3/9 
 
 

4/9 
Mufti Day - Jersey Day 
 
Father’s Day Liturgy 

5/9 
Fathers’ Day  
 
6/9 
 

8  7/9 
 
8:45am Assembly  
Voice of Youth Semi 
final 
 
 
 

8/9 
 

9/9 
11.30 First Penance- 2H 
9.15 4BM attending 
Mass 
 
Dance Fever Yrs 3-6 
 
 

10/9 
 
 

11/9 
 

12/9 
 
13/9 

9 
 

14/9 
 
8:45am Assembly  
  
 

15/9 
 
 
 

16/9 
8.35 Penance- 5R 
9.15 6KF attending 
Mass 
 
Dance Fever Yrs 3-6 
 
 

17/9 
 
 

18/9 
 
 

19/9 
 
20/9 

10 
 
 

21/9 
 
8:45am Assembly  
 
 

22/9 
 
 
 

23/9 
9.15 6Z attending Mass 
 
Dance Fever Yrs 3-6 
 

24/9 
 
 

25/9 
 
Last Day of Term 3 

26/9 
 
27/9 

12 October- School resumes Term 4                 DATES SUBJECT TO CHANGE        Parents wishing to attend Mass must book in with the Parish Office 


