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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

Dear Parents, 
Whatever troubles may be before you 

Accept them cheerfully 
Remembering who you are trying to follow 

Do not be afraid. 
Love one another, bear with one another, 
And let charity guide you in all your life. 

St Mary of the Cross MacKillop January 1909 

 
Last Saturday Catholics remembered and celebrated the remarkable life of St Mary of the Cross MacKillop ~ an 
Australian woman who devoted herself to caring for the poor and defending the rights of all people. Her tireless trust in 
God inspires all Australians and many people throughout the world. Mary’s example was followed by other women and at 
last Friday afternoon’s Zoom liturgy Mrs Khoury led us in prayer as we celebrated and remembered her life. 
Sisters of St Joseph and other religious orders continue her good work today. 
 

St Mary of the Cross MacKillop… 
… A woman with a compassionate heart. 
Who has shown you the compassionate face of God? 
… A woman with a heart full of trust. 
What keeps my heart full of trust when I am facing difficult situations? 
… A woman with a forgiving heart. 
Who are the people in my life that God is inviting me to forgive at this time? 
… A woman held in the hospitable heart of God. 
In what ways has God shown love to me in my life? 
… A woman with a heart for Mission. 
In what way is God calling me to bring the good news to those who are poor? 
… A woman with an open heart. 
With whom is God inviting me to keep an open heart? 
… A woman with a courageous heart. 

 
How have the crosses of your life called forth courage within you? 
All the very best for the week ahead. 

Steven Jones   
 Principal   
 

At St Patrick’s we are making a difference by being safe, respectful learners. 
 

 

https://www.skoolbag.com.au/parentinstructions.pdf
http://www.stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au/


 

UPCOMING DATES  NOTES HOME 

Week 4 
14/8 Year 2-6 School Carnival (no 

parents) 
Kindergarten KindiFarm Incursion 
Kindergarten & Year 1 School 
Sports Carnival  

15/8 Feast of the Assumption 
Week 5 
17/8 8:30am Assembly (ZOOM) 

Evacuation Practise  
18/8 English UNSW Competition  

(Years 3-6) 

Week 5 (continued) 
19/8 Dance Fever: Years 3-6 

8:35-9:00am Penance - 3F 
9:15am Mass - 5M 

20/8 Writing UNSW Competition  
(Years 3-6) 

Week 6 (continued) 
24/8 8:30am Assembly (ZOOM) 
26/8 Dance Fever: Years 3-6 

9:15am Mass - 4B 
       11:30am Penance - 2C 

 Updated Advice about Self-Isolation 
- Our Lady of Mercy Parramatta 
 
Tell Them From Me Student Survey: 
Years 4 - 6 
 
Letter to parents re OLMC 
Parramatta Covid19 Case 
 
 

 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

Voice of Youth 
Each year, Year 6 students across the Parramatta Diocese participate in a public speaking competition called ‘Voice of 
Youth’. This competition has been held in the Parramatta Diocese for over 30 years. Participation in public speaking 
develops children’s ability to express their ideas, research information and publicly speak.  
 
Unfortunately this year, Voice of Youth Speeches were only able to take place within our school. Our Year 6 students 
worked hard last term and this term preparing and presenting their speeches to each other and to their parents via zoom. 
It was an honour to have had the opportunity to listen to the 12 finalists (Maddison Loulach, Elias Georges, Christiana 
Khaliffe, Victoria Kouzoukas, Sylvana Al Tahech, George Yacoub, Andrew Scaltrito, Lara Zeydan, Andrei Valderrama, 
Isabel Homairi and Tsion Alemu) present their different speeches on quite interesting and relevant topics based on 
current social issues.  
 
We congratulate all the children that showed confidence and poise as they presented their speeches but a special 
congratulations to Isabel Homairi who was the overall winner.  
 
An egg-cellent opportunity for our Kindergarten children 
Kindergarten have spent the last few weeks eagerly 
awaiting the hatching of 8 baby chicks and 4 cute 
ducklings. They would rush in each morning to see if any 
had hatched. What an experience it was for them when 
they got to see the ducklings and baby chicks’ first 
moments in the world. The Kindergarten children were 
egg-cellent farmers feeding and caring for these baby 
animals. They were so egg-cited watching them run 
around the classroom and then poop on Mrs Higgins.  
 
Last Wednesday the children even got to milk some cows who had come to visit St Patrick’s. They watched how the milk 
was separated from the cream, turned into butter, yogurt and even ice cream. They patted a calf and heard all the facts 
there were about cows. We can’t wait for the Kindifarm to visit tomorrow. 

 
 
Teachers Are Learners Too 
As part of our professional learning day on Monday, teachers looked at the Literacy 
practices of Reading and Writing. The aim of the day was to refine their teaching and 
to come away with the ‘why’ we do what we do. The conversations were robust and 
showed that teachers have a great understanding of how children learn in these 
areas. We’re looking forward to seeing some of the new learnings implemented back 
in the classrooms. 
 
Tracy Hoey  
Assistant Principal 

https://www.stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au/-/media/Files/CEDP/Sites/Primary/StPatricksPrimaryGuildford-Files/2020-Files/2020812-Letter-to-CEDP-school-communities-re-updated-advice-about-self-isolation-OLMC-Parramatta.pdf
https://www.stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au/-/media/Files/CEDP/Sites/Primary/StPatricksPrimaryGuildford-Files/2020-Files/2020812-Letter-to-CEDP-school-communities-re-updated-advice-about-self-isolation-OLMC-Parramatta.pdf
https://www.stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au/-/media/Files/CEDP/Sites/Primary/StPatricksPrimaryGuildford-Files/2020-Files/_Tell-Them-From-Me-Student-Survey.pdf
https://www.stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au/-/media/Files/CEDP/Sites/Primary/StPatricksPrimaryGuildford-Files/2020-Files/_Tell-Them-From-Me-Student-Survey.pdf
https://www.stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au/-/media/Files/CEDP/Sites/Primary/StPatricksPrimaryGuildford-Files/2020-Files/20200809-Letter-to-parents-re-OLMC-Parramatta-Covid19-Case.pdf
https://www.stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au/-/media/Files/CEDP/Sites/Primary/StPatricksPrimaryGuildford-Files/2020-Files/20200809-Letter-to-parents-re-OLMC-Parramatta-Covid19-Case.pdf


 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR 

THE ASSUMPTION 
 
August 15 is the day that Catholics have long celebrated what is called the Assumption 
of the Virgin Mary. The Feast of the Assumption celebrates both the happy departure of 
Mary from this life by her natural death, and her assumption bodily into heaven. 

  
The Assumption is a principal feast of the Blessed Virgin and a Holy Day of Obligation -- 
one of the most important feasts of the Church year.  
There is an important difference, of course, between the ascension of Jesus into 
Heaven after His Resurrection, and the assumption of Mary. 
The Assumption signals the end of Mary's earthly life and marks her return to heaven to 
be reunited with Jesus. While the bodies of both Jesus and Mary are now in heaven, 
there is a difference between the Assumption and the Resurrection. 
Where Jesus arose from the tomb and ascended into heaven by his own power, Mary's 
body was taken up to heaven by the power of her Son. 
For this reason we use different words to describe each event. One is the Ascension of 
Christ and the other, the Assumption of Mary. 

The Assumption is a source of great hope for us, too, for it points the way for all followers of Christ who imitate her fidelity 
and obedience to God's will. 
 

 
KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 

● Please keep in your prayers this week the children who are receiving Jesus for the first time 
in First Holy Communion. May Jesus nourish them spirituality to live a worthy life. 
 

● Those in our community and around the world who are suffering from the effects of isolation 
due to Covid-19 and those who are sick or have lost loved ones due to the pandemic. That our 
prayers lead to them feeling comforted and knowing that they are not alone. 
 

● The people of Lebanon as they try to recover from the devastating blast that ruined their 
major city, countless homes, left many injured, unaccounted for and caused many deaths. We pray 
that they find the strength to carry through their hardship and the hope to rebuild what was lost. 

 
 
MASSES 
This term, classes will be attending the Parish Mass on Wednesdays and participate in class Penance. Due to limited 
numbers allowed in the church according to social distancing regulations, it is vital that anyone wishing to attend any of 
the masses phone the parish office to book in. Unfortunately anyone who does not call and book may be turned away.  
 
                 Week 5                                                  Week 6                                                    Week 7 
     8.35am Penance: 3F                                      First Penance: 2C                                 First Penance 2A  
 9.15am Wednesday 19th August            9.15am Wednesday 26th August           9.15am Wednesday 2nd September 
           5M attending Mass                                 4H attending Mass                                4B attending Mass 
       Ordinary Time 20                                        Ordinary Time 21                                   Ordinary Time 22 
 
 
FEAST DAYS 

 
10th August - St Lawrence 
11th August - St Clare 
14th August - St Maximilian Mary Kolbe 
15th August - The Assumption- Holy Day of Obligation  
20th August - St Bernard 
21st August - St Pius X 
22nd August - Queenship of Mary 
24th August - St Bartholomew 
27th August - St Monica 
28th August - St Augustine 
29th August - Passion of St John the Baptist 
 
                                                                                                Yours in Christ, 

                                                                                                                                                                   Wardeh Khoury 
 



 

MERIT AWARDS - Congratulations to the following students 

KA Luz Clarita Al Katrib 
Xavier Attlee 

KH Lilian Austin Fernandez 
Christian Saba 

KGM Liana Nakhoul 
George Alama 

1F Anthony Semrani 
Sebastian Mattar 

1C Millania Hekeik 
Charlize Saliba 

2C Olivia Hallit 
Sophia Gittany 

2A Joseph Saad 
John-Paul Jurdi 

2H Prayaan Sitoula 
Emily Beattie 

3F Samantha Nabuuma 
Seti Maka 

3D Frederic Remaili 
Alexia Hashim 

4B Annabelle Nakhoul 
John Kalouche 

4H Thomas Adams 
Alexander El Maalouf 

4BM Michael Karaki 
Cara Lombardo 

5R Michael Kanaan 
Georgina Khalouf 

5C Khalil Restom 
Ellina Bou-Said 

5M Vanessa Namatta 
Lilian Sad 

6Z Isabella Tatian 
Tatyana Dahdal 

6KF Antonio Lichaa 
Andrei Valderrama 

6CF Chris Khoreich 
Jayden Portelli 

 

COVID19 UPDATE 

Currently there have been outbreaks in a number of schools around the Parramatta area. As a result of these outbreaks 
there has been some changes for the remainder of Term 3. 
 

● Peer Support and other cross grade activities (e.g. Kindergarten & Year 6 buddies) have been postponed until 
Term 4 

● All excursions for Term 3 have been cancelled and we are currently reviewing planned incursions. 
● Year 6 Voice of Youth Cluster and Diocesan finals have been cancelled. 
● Book Week celebrations have been moved to Term 4 to reflect the postponement by the Children’s Book Council 

of Australia  
● All Primary inter-school sports scheduled for Term 3 have been suspended until further notice. 
● All Primary Gala Days scheduled for Term 3 have been cancelled.  

 
(Please note the above and other school events will constantly be reviewed based on NSW Health, government and 
Catholic Education Diocese of Parramatta advice to ensure the safety of students and staff within the school community). 
 
Please continue to be mindful of symptoms of COVID-19 such as fever, cough, sore throat or shortness of breath. If your 
child/children develop these symptoms, please see a doctor (call ahead to alert your doctor about the possibility of 
COVID-19 before visiting and take this letter with you) or go to a COVID-19 testing clinic. You can find a full list of the 
clinics here. 
  
The latest NSW Health Advice, Guidelines & Public Health Alerts based on locations is available here. You can find the 
NSW Health COVID Guidelines Schools and Child Care Centres here. This link can help with translation and interpreting 
from English, The 24-hour phone number for immediate interpreting help is 131 450. 
 

 

WELLBEING 

Paddy has made several visits to help the staff of St Patrick’s recently. Paddy has been 
working on new messages for the students about recycling, putting rubbish in the bin, 
being in the right place and even being a good 
sport.  

 
Paddy is even more excited, as last week Year 5 
filled their Gem Jar and got to enjoy their grade 
reward of extra sport time. This week Year 4 has 

filled their Gem Jar and will enjoy a grade reward too. The rainbow of colours is 
starting to form as each grade works towards filling their jars.  
 

 
 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/how-to-protect-yourself-and-others/clinics
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/how-to-protect-yourself-and-others/clinics
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/latest-news-and-updates#latest-covid-19-case-locations-in-nsw
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/latest-news-and-updates#latest-covid-19-case-locations-in-nsw
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/industry-guidelines/education-and-training-providers
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/industry-guidelines/education-and-training-providers
https://www.tisnational.gov.au/
https://www.tisnational.gov.au/


 

TELL THEM FROM ME 

During the next two weeks we will be inviting students, staff and parents to provide feedback on their 
experience of our school using an online survey. The surveys are an important part of our whole school 
evaluation and planning process. 
  

We would like to invite you to complete the Tell Them From Me (TTFM) Partners in Learning survey. As we value the role 
of parents and carers within our school community we would greatly appreciate your feedback. The information you 
provide will be used to maintain our commitment to working together in partnership to further improve student learning 
and wellbeing at St Patrick’s Primary Guildford. 
  
The survey is anonymous and will take approximately 20 minutes to complete. You are able to access the parent survey 
on your computer or mobile device by using the URL below: www.tellthemfromme.com/stpatsguildford  

 

E-SAFETY WEBINARS FOR PARENTS AND CARERS 

At Catholic Education Diocese Parramatta (CEDP) we see parents and carers as partners in your child's learning journey. 
In partnership with the eSafety Commissioner, CEDP would like to invite you to join one of the following free webinars for 
parents and carers:  

1. Helping Kids Thrive Online (5-12 yrs) - Thursday 20 August 2020, 12:00 -1.00 pm  
2. Tech, teens and time online (secondary schools) - 7 September 2020, 7.00 - 8.00 pm  

  
These live webinars explore the latest research and they are a great way to learn how you can help your child develop 
the skills to be safer online. All sessions are delivered by the eSafety Commission’s expert educators. 
About the webinars 

1. Helping kids thrive online: is a one hour live webinar suitable for parents and carers of young people aged  5-12 
years old. 

2. Tech, teens and time online: is a one hour live webinar suitable for parents and carers of young people aged 
12-18 years old. 

Both sessions will cover topics including: 
● ideas to start the chat about harmful content, contact with strangers and online bullying/harassment 
● strategies for addressing common digital parenting challenges 
● skills that young people need to protect themselves online 
● how to get help if things go wrong. 

What you need to do 
1. Please register for the course on the secondary site via the following link:  
● 20 August 2020 session - link to register 
● 7 September 2020 session - link to register 

 
If you have any further enquiries please email safeguarding@parra.catholic.edu.au. 

 

SPORTS CARNIVAL HAS NOW BEEN POSTPONED TO NEXT FRIDAY 21st AUGUST 
 

SPORT 

Our School Carnival will NOW be held on Friday 21st August 2020 (due to grounds being closed) at Holroyd 
Sportsground (Peel St, Holroyd) for ONLY school staff and students from Years 2 - 6. A new permission note will be sent 
home today. Please ensure your child/ren have returned this note to their class teacher asap. Without a permission slip 
your child may have to remain at school. Students MUST arrive at school no later than 8:25am as buses will be 
leaving straight after the bell. 
 
To ensure this School event meets the COVID-19 Safety Plan and requirements, parents will unfortunately not be able to 
attend. Photos of the day will be posted online for parents instead.  
Students will be required to bring: 

- Lunch and recess 
- Towel 
- Hat 
- Sunscreen 
- Water bottle 
- Sports uniform (plain coloured shirt of their house colour is also appropriate 

 
Thank you, 
Alexander Meoli (Sports Coordinator) 

 

http://www.tellthemfromme.com/stpatsguildford
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/2961544873308901646
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/3269364148621148942


 

CLOTHING POOL  360° SCHOOL VIRTUAL TOUR 

To adhere with current advice, the St 
Patrick’s Clothing Pool will operate by 
completing a “Wish to 
Order” form at the 
office. School staff will 
attempt to meet the 
request if items are 
available. 

 This Monday 17th August St Patrick’s will have a photographer attend our 
school to take photos of our new learning spaces (Kindergarten to Year 3) and 
administration office whilst students are working to create a 360° School 
Virtual Tour.  This tour will be uploaded to the school website and our school 
facebook page to promote our school learning spaces within the school 
community.  If you have any concerns about your son or daughter being in the 
photos please ring the school office.  Previous students who have not been 
provided with consent will not be included.  All students in Kindergarten to 
Year 3 are to wear full winter uniform. 

 

CURRENTLY THERE ARE 30 PLUS ITEMS OF CLOTHING IN LOST PROPERTY WITH NO NAME. 
PLEASE MAKE SURE YOUR CHILD’S NAME IS ON EVERY ITEM OF CLOTHING. 

 

LIBRARY 

 
There are only 2 weeks to go in the 2020 Premier’s Reading Challenge. Don’t forget you must upload your student 
reading record to the website https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/home.html by Friday 28th August in order to meet the 
Challenge requirements this year. 
 
Congratulations to the following students for completing the Challenge 

Anthony Hechme KGM, Kael Shwe KH, Zoe Bodiam 4H, Georgina Khalouf 5R, Maryanne Antoun 6CF, Emerson Bell 1F, 
Sienna Saad 5M, Adriana Antoun 4BM, Sienna Contreras 5C, John Paul Chakty 5R, Marie Younan 6KF. 

 

FUNDRAISING FOR LEBANON 

The devastating explosions that hit Beirut last week killed and injured numerous people and have destroyed major parts 
of the city and the livelihood of many of its inhabitants. As a school community we would like to support those in need by 
collecting any non perishable items, such as water, canned goods and dried fruit, canned soups and sanitary items. Any 
item donation would be appreciated. These can be brought to school and placed in the school office foyer, where they 
will be collected by Mrs Rebecca Bou-Said and shipped to Lebanon at the end of next week. Thank you for your 
anticipated support. 

 

BUILDING UPDATE 

Our building program continues to progress with scaffolding at the eastern end disappearing to show the new 
Kindergarten learning space for 2021 onwards.  Over the next couple of weeks we will start to see to completion of the 
canteen and toilets.  Today Mrs Hoey and Mr Jones met with the Landscapers and the Architect to look at draft plans for 
the outdoor learning environment.  We will be sharing these draft plans with the school community next week. 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12Dz6oNABEkWrMxRoPYNjFXTIKcHLY9AL/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12Dz6oNABEkWrMxRoPYNjFXTIKcHLY9AL/view?usp=sharing
https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/home.html

