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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

 
Dear Parents, 
 
Recently on the way to work I heard on the radio that 80% of fathers would like to spend more time with their 
children. This weekend provides us with an opportunity to do exactly this wish. 
  
My greatest joy in life is being a father (well most of the time!).  I reflect, with a great sense of pride and 
amazement, on how quickly my three boys have grown up. But it isn’t easy being a dad. There have been 
many times I have had to say the word they don’t like hearing, “NO”! From a young age, they have heard “no, 
don’t touch, that’s hot. No, you can’t have the latest game being advertised on television, or the breakfast 
cereal full of sugar. No, you can’t watch that movie or television show, it’s inappropriate. No, you can’t go on 
Facebook now!”  
 
Having the energy and saying “no” to the third child is definitely harder, or is it that I have become a little more 
relaxed? But ultimately, they all need to hear that word.  Of course, this is nothing new in parenting, saying 
“no” has always been a parental responsibility. A father also has a duty to nurture his son(s) and/or 
daughter(s); to be present in their lives; express emotions and to model the rules of life. Whilst it isn’t always 
easy, it is our responsibility as a parent. 
  
How do you deal with hurt, disappointment, anger, stress, boredom, love, affection, surprise, 
embarrassment and responsibilities? 
  
Being present (mind, body, heart and spirit) with your children is the most important thing I believe. These are 
attributes that can’t be bought. As they say the simplest things are often the best (and cheapest!) 
 
As we celebrate Fathers’ Day this weekend, it is a great opportunity for us fathers (and mothers) to reflect on 
our role as parents and naturally give thanks to our fathers (and enjoy the socks, hankies, cooked 
breakfast...). 
  
I look forward to seeing many fathers, grandfathers, and father figures at Friday’s breakfast and following 
celebrations.  
  
Steven Jones 
Principal 
 
 

At St Patrick’s we are making a difference by being safe, respectful learners. 
 

https://www.skoolbag.com.au/parentinstructions.pdf
http://www.stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au/


 
 

UPCOMING DATES  NOTES HOME 

Week 6  
26/8 Assembly (hall) 
26/8 Year 1 Excursion - Sydney 
Observatory 
27/6 Fathers’ Day Stall Wrapping (Parent 
Group)  
28/8 Dance Fever Years 3-6 

8:45am Penance 4B 
9:15am Mass - Year 1 

29/8 St Paul’s Creative Arts Matinee 
(Year 5) 

        Fathers’ Day Stall  
30/8 Mufti Day - Jersey Day (Gold coin) 
        7:30am Fathers’ Day Breakfast 
        8:45am Fathers’ Day Liturgy 

1:45pm - 2:30pm - Delany Debating 
(Yr 6 Debaters) 

1/9   Fathers’ Day 
 

Week 7 - Book Week 
2/9 Assembly (hall) 
4/9 Dance Fever Years 3-6 

8:45am Penance 4SM 
9:15am Mass - Year 3 
1:45pm - 2:30pm Delany Debating  
(Yr 6 Debaters) 
6:00pm - 7:00pm Confirmation Parent 
Information Evening in the hall 

5/9 Book Fair 
6/9 Book Fair Parade - Grade Theme 

 

 Fathers’ Day Breakfast 
Fathers’ Day Stall 
Jersey Day 
Book Week Parade 

 

JERSEY DAY 

Tomorrow August 30 as part of our Fathers’ Day celebrations we will be celebrating Jersey Day.  All students, fathers and 
other family members are permitted and encouraged to come to school wearing their favourite jersey (or jumper/sloppy 
joe if they don’t own a jersey) with a gold coin donation to support this awareness raising day.  By wearing their favourite 
sporting jersey, to school, students are showing their support for the DONATE LIFE network and begin the conversation 
with their friends and families about Organ Donation. 
Jersey Day is all about promoting awareness of The Organ and Tissue Authority and the DONATE LIFE network. 
For more information please see the Jersey Day website. 

 

CHANGE TO GRANDPARENTS’ DAY CELEBRATION  STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAY 

Due to the Book Week events next week that finish with a Book Parade 
on the Friday we have decided to postpone Grandparent's Day until 
next term.  The decision has been made to ensure that we celebrate 
Grandparent's Day in a significant manner and on its own.  A revised 
date will be advertised shortly.  Any photos sent from the previously 
advertised post will be kept until the Grandparents’ Day celebration. 
Grandparents are very welcome to attend the Book Parade next week. 
Sorry for the postponement but with the Book Week celebrations and 
the limited space during the building program the decision was made to 
ensure that we celebrate this event in a safe environment. 

  
Just a reminder of the 

upcoming Staff 
Development Day on 
Friday 13 September 

(Week 8). 
This day is a pupil free 

day for students. 
 

SCHOOL FEES  HAPPY FATHER’S DAY  CLOTHING POOL 

All school fees are now due.  
Please pay within the next seven 

days. Thank you to those who 
have already paid. 

 

 
to all our dad’s. We hope you have a         
great day celebrating with family and      
friends. 

 St Patrick’s Clothing Pool will be 
open on Monday 2nd 
September at 8.15am. 

 
If you have any items to donate 
please send them to the office. 

Thank you 

 
 

https://www.jerseyday.com.au/


 
 

MERIT AWARDS 

KB Eva Panta 
Rishaan Chauhan 

KM Prisha Pandey 
Eli Encarnacao 

1CF Hayden Warena 
Ravpreet Kaur 

1F Irini Younan 
Ayla Tran 

2A Akira-Lee Thompson 
Seti Maka 

2C Elijah Moawad 
Jordan Bani-Ayoub 

2F Eva Lourenco 
Ava-Marie Boutros 

3D Morad Shammout  
Tayla Fares 

3F Stephanie Bou Merhy  
Jayden Arrage  

3GS John Kalouche 
Paul Ishac 

4B Jacinta Hallit 
Charlotte Boutros 

4F George Hallit 
Joseph Isaac 

4SM  
Mario Elbayssari 

5A Isabella Hourani 
Chris Azzi 

5C Kim Redolme 
Maryanne Antoun 

5M Eliane Akkari 
Bianca Loulach 

6A Yousseff Al Tahech 
Emily Elbazi 

6KM Charlise Chakty 
Gabriella El-Ters 

6R Isabella Ters 
Nickolas Gabriel 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



 

LITERACY LEARNING LINKS  

Secret lairs, secret ink, super speedy reading and secret reading powers …  
 
Next week we celebrate Book Week at St Patrick’s. This year’s theme is ‘Reading is My Secret Power’ and reading 
does indeed give us secret powers:  

● the power to walk in the shoes of others through their stories;  
● the power to travel to places around the world, sometimes crossing time, through history and into the future, 

without even leaving our houses;  
● the power to escape into other worlds and visit places that do not exist except in the imagination of the author; 
● the power to improve vocabulary and imagination; 
● the power to inspire and motivate us; 
● the power to read, to imagine, to write;  
● and the power to make the world a better place through stories. 

 
The idea of a secret power suggests that reading enables people or the characters they come to meet, to do 
‘extraordinary’ things. Stories are powerful. The ability to read opens up the magical world of stories where the wondrous, 
impossible and magnificent can happen. The secret power of reading can also lead to the secret power of writing. And, as 
any writer will tell you, nothing is more powerful and more fun than creating your own stories! 
 
Playing on the fun concepts of secret spies and super powers, next week teachers have created a week of SECRET 
READING MISSIONS to help children discover the secret power of reading.  
 
On Thursday Teacher’s will present a Reader’s Theatre and on Friday 6th September we will be having a Book 
Parade down at the Hall. All children are encouraged to dress up in this year’s theme or as their favourite book character. 
The costumes can be as creative as you like, and they do not have to be store bought. Parents and grandparents are 
invited to come along and enjoy the parade commencing at 8.45am. We can’t wait to see what fun and creative costumes 
your children will be wearing. 
 
Ssshhh! We can’t say anymore about this secret reading business.  

 
Tracy Hoey  
Assistant Principal 

 

BOOK FAIR 

Our annual Book Fair will be held from Thursday 5th September until Tuesday 10th September in the library. Items 
will be on sale at lunchtime, before and after school (until 3.20pm sharp) on these days (closed Monday morning). We will 
also be selling after our Book Character Parade on Friday 6th September so parents, relatives and friends are welcome 
to come in on this day and support our school. 
 
All profits made will be given towards purchasing books available for your children in the library. Books may also be 
bought and donated directly to the library or your child’s class. These books will have a nameplate, with your child’s name 
written, at the beginning of the book to acknowledge the donation. 
 
Each year we have been extremely pleased with the support that parents have given our Book Fair. The children enjoy 
choosing books that they would like to take home and our library always receives lots of books as a result, which your 
children further enjoy. If you are unable to attend our Book Fair please feel free to send money in with your child (in a 
labelled envelope) and we will help them choose a book that they will enjoy.  
 
We look forward to seeing you at our Book Fair. 

 



 

FROM THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR 

 
SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM: First Holy Communion 
Congratulations to all the students who received their First Communion during the month of 
August. A special thank you to the Year 3 teachers Mrs Dawood, Mrs Gambino, Mrs Shen, Mrs 
Frangi and Miss Hanna for their formation of the students. 

 
CONFIRMATION PARENT INFORMATION NIGHT 
A Parent information session will be held on the 4th of September in the Hall at 6pm for the 
parents of students in Years 5 and 6. Your child is eligible to receive the Sacrament of 
Confirmation if they have been baptised in the Latin Roman Catholic Church. 

 
 
MASSES 
Parents and friends are welcome to attend mass with the school and parish. 
               Week 7 Wednesday 4th September                                Week 8 Wednesday 11th September 
               9.15am Year 3 Mass                                                         9.15am Kindergarten Mass 
               Ordinary Time 22                                                              Ordinary Time 23 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CURRICULUM 
The teachers at St Patrick’s are currently planning new inquiry cycles of work in Religion in line 
with the trial Religious Education Curriculum. Teachers will be collaborating with Christ the King 
North Rocks and Our Lady of Mount Carmel Wentworthville to develop these cycles of work 
further during the Staff Development Day on the 13th September. 
All classes from Kindergarten to Year 6 will have the opportunity to explore a topic that is lead by 
an inquiry question and informed by our Catholic beliefs, traditions and actions. 
 
 

     FEAST DAYS 
     28th August        St Augustine 

29th August        Passion of John the Baptist  
3rd September   St Gregory the Great 
13th September  St John Chrysostom 
14th September  The Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
16th September  Sts Cornelius and Cyprian 
20th September  Sts Andrew Kim Tae-gon 
21st September  St Matthew 

   
                                                                                                                Yours in Christ, 
                                                                                                                Mrs Wardeh Khoury 

 

NATIONAL CHILD PROTECTION WEEK 

The National Child Protection Week is coming up again! It has been running annually since 1990 starting on Fathers’ Day 
each September. It is an opportunity to promote the safety and wellbeing of children. You may want to use this 
opportunity to discuss with your child/children about being safe, how to seek help and who to seek help from if needed. 
You may find the following resources useful when talking to your children. Please do not hesitate to contact me at school 
if you would like additional resources or if you feel that you need further support.  
 
Sr Cristina, Wellbeing Counsellor 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

WELLBEING 

 
 
 

SPORT 

Athletics Carnival  
 
What an amazing day we had on Friday 16th August for the St Patrick’s Athletics Carnival. A huge congratulations to all 
of the students for trying their hardest in their races and activities. Thank you to the parents and teachers for their support 
and hard work to make the carnival run smoothly. These events would not be successful without you all! Another huge 
thank you to the Parent Committee for organising the students lunch, not once, but twice. We as a community appreciate 
all you do for the students at St Patrick’s.  
 
Students are extremely eager to hear who the winning house is, this will be announced in the following weeks once points 
have been finalised, along with the overall champions.  

 



 

Dioscesan Athletics Carnival  
 
Congratulations to all the children who competed at the Dioscesan Athletics Carnival on Friday 23rd August 2019. There 
were many fine performances and terrific sportsmanship and skill shown throughout the day. 
 
Congratulations to William Memea-Epe and Sarkis El-Bazouni who qualified for the NSWCPS Mackillop Track & Field 
Championships on Monday 16th September 2019. Such as huge achievement, the St Patrick’s community are wishing 
you all the best! 
 
Dance Fever Challenge  
 
This term our Years 3-6 children have had the opportunity of 
experiencing the Dancefever program. The children are 
thoroughly enjoying the program and have learnt wonderful 
new dance skills as well as social skills. Dancefever will host 
an Interschool Dance event which will involve other schools 
that have also participated in the program this term. This will 
be a very exciting event for the children as they have the 
opportunity of representing their school and perhaps win 
trophies and prizes. 
 
Parents and families are strongly encouraged to attend this event to support their children and our school. This is also the 
perfect opportunity for parents to witness the skills their children have acquired – you will be impressed. 
 
Date                        Thursday 26th September 2019 
Time                        Doors open 4.30 p.m. for a 5.30 p.m. start – finish 8.45 - 9.00 p.m. 
Venue                      Quaycentre, Corner of Olympic Blvd & Sarah Durack Ave, Sydney Olympic Park, NSW 
                                Drop Off for Students @Hall of Champions Level 3 
Cost                         $9.00 per person (including children competing) 
Transport       Parents are responsible for transporting their child/children to and from the venue.  
  
The Challenge is open to ALL students from Years 3-6.  The atmosphere will be fantastic, and it will be a wonderful 
occasion for our whole school community.  
 
TICKETING – A reminder to all parents who have a child/children attending the Dancefever Challenge, tickets 
went on sale Monday 26th August. These tickets sell out very quickly so it is advised to purchase tickets online 
through trybooking.com as soon as possible. We have been notified that St Patrick’s parent block is already full, 
it is recommended that you purchase tickets in Block K and L.  
 
Please see the school office if you require a copy of the Dancefever permission note.  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact Mrs Phoebe Connors if you have any further questions.  

 
 

INTERNATIONAL COMPETITIONS AND ASSESSMENT FOR SCHOOLS (ICAS) 

We are delighted to inform you that St Patrick’s Year 3-6 students will have the opportunity to participate in the 
International Competitions and Assessment for Schools (ICAS) this year. ICAS is designed to target students’ 
higher-order thinking and problem-solving skills in a number of different subjects.  
 
Each assessment celebrates students’ accomplishments by providing opportunities for recognition. Every student will 
receive a certificate and an online result report. Top performers will be eligible for medals and are invited to attend special 
award ceremonies to have their academic excellence publicly recognised.  
 
We encourage you to consider entering your child into ICAS this year. The assessments are suitable for students wishing 
to extend themselves academically and take up the personal challenge of competing in an international assessment.  
 
This year ICAS Assessments are now online, a move that reflects a sector-wide transition to computer-based 
assessment. Learn more about ICAS here: unsw.global/ICAS 
 
 
 



 

Payment and Permission Information 
Students in Years 3 - 6 can sit the ICAS Assessments for Mathematics and English 
Students in Years 5 - 6 only can sit ICAS Assessment for Writing  
 
ICAS fees to be covered by parents  
The students will sit these assessments at school on an allocated day. Completed forms and payment for assessments 
need to be returned to school by Friday 30th August 2019. 
 
Permission and payment forms were sent out to Years 3-6 students on Monday 26th August, outlining the details of the 
assessments. Please see the school office if you require a copy of the permission and payment form.  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact Mrs Phoebe Connors if you have any further questions.  

 

VOICE OF YOUTH 
 

On Thursday 22nd August, Year 6 went to Holy Family Granville for the Voice of Youth Cluster Final. We were very 
excited and nervous about presenting our speeches to a larger audience. The schools in our cluster that we were 
competing against were St Margaret Mary’s Merrylands, HolyTrinity Granville and Holy Family Granville. 
 
It was great to hear the topics that students chose to talk about and the variety of presentation styles. We were especially 
impressed with the speeches about “Phobias”, “Getting Compared To Your Siblings” and “Never Giving Up”. 
 
We appreciated the support of the audience when it was our turn to speak and feel that the Voice of Youth competition is 
an avenue for students of our age to express their thoughts and ideas about topics that are important and relevant to 
them. 
 
Good luck to all the students that have made it through from the other clusters to the Semifinals for the Eatern Division 
that will be held at St Paul’s College Greystanes on 9th September 2019. A special good luck to Elyssa Eid who will 
represent our cluster at the Semi Finals. 
 
By Elissa Langi, Maria Makhlouf and Elyssa Eid 
 

 
 
 



 

NSW PREMIER READING CHALLENGE 

 
 
 
 
 

IMPORTANT REMINDER! 
 

The NSW Premier’s Reading Challenge ends this Friday 30th August 2019 
 

You must upload your student reading record by 30th August 2019 otherwise you will not be eligible to 
complete the challenge this year and receive a certificate. 

  
Congratulations to the following 12 students who have completed the challenge: 

Alyssa Dib KB, Daniel Makhlouf KM, Joseph Saad 1F, Azlag Suner 1CF, Sofia Ashkar 2A, Eliza-Jane Bremner 
2F, Michelle Makhlouf 3F, Daniel Depares 3GS, Pavlos Riezk 4SM, Sienna Saad 4F, Jamie Chalfe 6R, 
John-Paul El Bacha 6A 

Happy reading! 
 
Mrs Sandra Fogarty (Library Assistant) 

 

PARENT GROUP  NEWS 

Thank You to the parents who volunteered their time to help out at the recent Athletics Carnival. It was another 
successful day with $977.45 profit made and combined with the first Athletics Carnival we have made $2060 for 
St Patrick’s. 
 
Thank You also to La Farouge Charcoal Chicken who put together all the Chicken and Veggie Burgers, Mina 
Bakery for the mini pizzas and Sam Khattar for the always delicious cupcakes. 
 
Our next fundraiser is the Father’s Day stall (Thursday) and we would like to wish all the Fathers a Happy 
Father’s Day for Sunday. 
 

 

 
 

 


