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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE

Dear Parents

Easter is the most significant event of the Christian calendar.  It is a period of intense sorrow for Christians, brought about
by the death of Christ on the cross (Good Friday) but also of great spiritual happiness through the miracle of the
Resurrection (Easter Sunday).

As Holy Week begins with Palm (or Passion) Sunday last weekend and we recount the time when Jesus arrived in
Jerusalem on a donkey and the people of the city layed palm fronds on the road, they joyfully cried out to him, “Hosanna;
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord”.

Holy Week comprises the seven days before Easter. The last three days of Holy Week link Lent and Easter and they are
called the Triduum (meaning three days): Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Holy Saturday.  The Easter Vigil begins the
new season of Easter on Holy Saturday night.

Proclaiming ALLELUIA! Christ is Risen on Easter Sunday is a joyous event. It is a time of great hope, for death has
been overcome by God’s power and grace.

As we come to the end of our Lenten journey, let us not forget that God made a great promise to all of us by raising Jesus
from the dead.  Jesus’ resurrection is a triumph over death.  It also holds the message that love is stronger than hate and
hope is stronger than despair.

Throughout the past week our grades have shared with us reflections about these significant Holy Week events.

We pray for our transformation Resurrection Spirit, O Lord,
We pray for transformation in our hearts and in our attitudes;

For transformed lives; for transformed relationships;
For transformed community; for a transformation of society

and the transformation of the world.

As this is the final newsletter for the term I would like to thank everyone for all who contributed to St Patrick’s being a safe
and supportive community throughout the term…

● To our dedicated and thoroughly professional staff
● To our supportive and encouraging parent community
● To our enthusiastic and hard working students

Wishing everyone a safe and relaxing school holiday. We look forward to seeing everyone when we return to school on
Monday 19 April.

Steven Jones
Principal

At St Patrick’s we are making a di�erence by being safe, respectful learners.

https://www.skoolbag.com.au/parentinstructions.pdf
http://www.stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au


UPCOMING DATES NOTES HOME

Week 1 - Term 2
19/4 - Student’s Return

8:45am - Assembly
21/4 - Yrs 3-6 Cross Country

9:15am Mass (TBC)
22/4 - 8:30am-2:30pm Year 6 Peer

Support Training
23/4 - Gymnastics (Years K-2)

Week 2
25/4 - Anzac Day
26/4 - 8:45am - Assembly

1:40-2:40pm Peer Support
28/4 - 8:30am Penance (TBC)

9:00am Year 3 & 5 Naplan Parent
Information Meeting (ZOOM)
9:15am Mass (TBC)
6pm Year 3 & 5 Naplan Parent
Information Meeting (ZOOM) - Repeat
Session

29/4 Gymnastics (Years K-2)

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE

Supporting your Child with Reading
Top 7 Tips for Parents

Tip 1 - Talk to Your Child
As a parent, you are your child's first and foremost teacher. When you help your child with reading, you are
opening the door to a world of books and learning. It is the joy and love of sharing a good book on a nightly
basis that sets the foundation for your child’s reading success, and ensures that reading is seen as a priority.

Learning to read begins with talking. Children need opportunities to interact and talk with others. Recent
research indicates that children are communicating with commands and demands rather than being competent
in extended conversations. Electronic devices may be inhibiting the time children spend talking. Children need
to be included in interactions with significant others and to ensure that happens, children need time away from
electronic devices.

Parents need to talk with their children! It is in the context of engaged conversations that children expand their
vocabularies, increase their understanding of the world, learn about themselves, and learn the nuances of the
language and effective communication.

Some ideas to start the talking...
* Ask your child to tell you about his or her day; about activities they have participated in and what he or she
thinks or feels.
* Tell family stories about yourself, your child's grandparents, and other relatives.
* Retell family holidays or family events, trying to remember specific details.
* Ask your child lots of questions.
* Talk about world issues seen in the media.

Tip 2 - Make Reading Fun
Reading aloud can be a lot of fun, not just for parents but also for all family members.
* Read with drama and excitement! Use different voices for different characters in the story.
* Use your child’s name instead of a character’s name. Make puppets and use them to act out a story.
* Re-read your child’s favourite stories and choose books and authors that your child enjoys.
* Read stories that have repetitive parts and encourage your child to join in.
* Read all kinds

Tip 3 - Read Every Day
Reading is something that you and your child can look forward to every
day. By taking the time to read with your child, you show him or her that
reading is important and fun to do.
* Set aside a special time each day when you can give your full attention
to reading with your child.
* Choose a comfortable spot to read, where you can be close to your
child. Make it your "reading place"!



* Vary the length of reading time according to your child’s age and interests.
* Read slowly so that your child can form a mental picture of what is happening in the story.
* Praise your child for his or her ideas and participation!
* When you and your child are away from home, take along books for your child to read and listen to.
* Keep reading to your child even after he or she has learned to read. By reading stories that will interest your
child can stretch your child’s understanding and keep alive the magic of reading.

Tip 4 - Set an Example
As a parent, you are your child's most important role model. If your child sees you reading, especially for
pleasure or information, he or she will understand that reading is a worthwhile activity.
* Read recipes, food labels, schedules, maps, instructions and brochures.
* Read traffic signs and signs in stores and restaurants.
* Look up information in cookbooks, manuals, phone books, atlases, and dictionaries.
* Read greeting cards, letters and e-mail messages to and from relatives and friends.

Tip 5 - Listen to your child read
As your child learns to read, listen to him or her read aloud. Reading to you gives your child a chance to
practise and to improve his or her reading skills. As you listen to your child, remember that your reactions are
important. Be enthusiastic and praise your child as often as you can. If possible, be specific with your praise so
that your child knows what he or she is doing well.
* Show your child that you are enjoying the story by indicating interest and by asking questions.
* Give your child time to figure out tricky words, and show your child how he or she can learn from mistakes.
* Try to have your child read aloud to you at times when there will be no interruptions.
* Make sure that your child selects books that aren’t too difficult. Don’t worry if the books your child chooses
are a little easier than the ones he or she reads at school.
* Encourage your child to "listen" to his or her own reading. Listening will help him or her hear mistakes and try
to fix them.
* Take turns reading with your child, especially if he or she is just beginning to read, or try reading together.
* Talk about a story after your child has read it, to make sure that he or she understands it.

Tip 6 - Talk About Books
Talking about the books you read is just as important as reading them. Discussing a story or a book with your
child helps your child understand it and connect it to his or her own experience of life. It also helps enrich your
child's vocabulary with new words and phrases.
* Ask your child about the kinds of books he or she would like to read.
* Talk to your child about your favourite books from childhood and offer to read them.
* Encourage your child to ask questions and to comment on the story and pictures in a book.
* Look at the cover and the title of a book and ask your child what he or she thinks might happen in the story.
* Encourage your child to think critically about the story. Does he or she agree/disagree with the author? Why?
* Think out loud about the story as you read and encourage your child to do the same. For example, ask,
"Does this make sense? Why or why not?"

Tip 7 - Show that you value your child's efforts
Remember, your child needs to know that you value his or her
efforts. Children learn to read over time, with lots of practise and
support from parents and teachers.
* Be aware of your child’s reading level, but use that information in
a positive way. Choose books and activities that are at the right
level and that will help your child improve his or her reading skills.
* Be patient and flexible in your efforts to help your child.
* Show your child that you see him or her as a growing reader, and
praise his or her efforts to learn.

Happy Reading & a safe and blessed Easter!!!!!

Tracy Hoey
Assistant Principal



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR

UNDERSTANDING THE LITURGICAL CELEBRATIONS OF THE PASCHAL TRIDUUM

HOLY THURSDAY
On Holy Thursday evening the Church enters the Paschal Triduum - Holy Thursday,
Good Friday, and Holy Saturday. The celebration of the Mass of the Lord’s Supper on
Holy Thursday commemorates the institution of the Eucharist and
the priesthood, as well as Jesus’ command of love and service.
On Holy Thursday we celebrate the Mandatum, the one
commandment that Jesus gives us, to love one another as he has

loved us. This Christian love is expressed mainly as service, which is usually symbolised
during this liturgy by the washing of the feet.

GOOD FRIDAY
Jesus really died on the cross. People gather together on this day to
prayerfully recall Jesus’ death “in the sure hope of the resurrection” (Prayer
over the People, Good Friday). Because his Resurrection is inseparable
from his death, the Lord’s Passion is truly celebrated. We should glory in the
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, for he is our salvation, our life, and our
resurrection, through him we are saved and made free.
As we contemplate the Crucifix, we know that God cares about our suffering
and understands our pain. We are not alone, God listens to our cries, and
our prayers. On this day the Church recites solemn prayers for many

intentions before the crucified Lord.
The traditional Good Friday liturgy contains three unique components: the reading of John’s Passion, the
praying of The Solemn Intercessions, and the Adoration of the Holy Cross. Each of these helps us enter more
fully into our relationship with Christ and recommits us to pray and work for the good of the church and world.

HOLY SATURDAY
The Resurrection of the Lord is celebrated as the high point of
the liturgical year and the pattern for Sunday Mass throughout
the year. The Renewal of our Baptismal Promises on Easter
reminds us that in dying with Christ through Baptism, so also
do we share in His Resurrection.
On this the greatest night of all, we celebrate the Resurrection
of the Lord, which is symbolized by the new fire from which we
light the Easter Candle. Every time we light this candle in
church during the year it reminds us of the promise of eternal

life, of the certainty of God’s victory, of our hope.

First Penance
The Students in Year 2 will be exploring the Sacrament of Penance in their Religious
Education Lessons next term. For the students who are eligible, they will receive their
First Penance at the end of the term during class time. More information will be sent home
next term. If your child is in Years 3-6 and hasn’t received the Sacrament of Peace yet,
please contact the Parish office.

First Eucharist
The Students in Year 3 will be exploring the Sacrament of Eucharist in their Religious
Education Lessons next term. For the students who are eligible, they will be ready to
receive their First Eucharist from term 3 onwards. More information will be sent home
next term regarding eligibility and booking times. If your child is in Years 4-6 and hasn’t
received the Sacrament of Eucharist yet, please contact the Parish office.



FEAST DAYS
29th March: Holy Week
The Sacred Paschal Triduum
1st April: Lord’s Supper
2nd April: Passion of the Lord(Good Friday)
3rd April: Easter Vigil
4th April: Resurrection (Easter Sunday)
21st April: St Anselm
23rd April: St George and St Adalbert

EASTER 2021
Chrism Mass at St Patrick’s Cathedral , Parramatta
Wednesday, 31 March at 7.30pm

THE EASTER TRIDUUM
Holy Thursday, 1 April
No 9.15am Morning Mass
7.00pm   Mass of the Lord’s Supper
Vigil at Altar of repose at 10.00pm

Good Friday, 2 April
10.00am  Stations of the Cross
3.00pm   Celebration of the Lord’s Passion
7.00pm   Vigil at the Tomb

Holy Saturday, 3 April
7.00pm  Easter Vigil

Easter Sunday, 4 April
8.00am and 10.00am Mass

Loving and glorious God,

we praise you with Easter Joy because Christ is our redeemer.

Through the Eucharist we live the risen life and share the mission of your Son.

Keep us faithful to Jesus, who is always with us.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.
.
. Have a safe and happy holiday.

Yours in Christ,

Wardeh Khoury



MERIT AWARDS - Congratulations to the following students

KBlue Joshua Tarabay
Kai Mousavidoust

KGreen Eleanor Bounassif
Reuben Bhaila

1Blue Aarav Panta
Ivy Shrestha

1Green Stavroula Kabouris
Jacob Sleiman

1Yellow Raymond Chakti
George El-Khoury

2Blue Charlie Al Hazouri
Finau Kailahi

2Green Joshua Loulach
Eli Encarnacao

3Blue Emily Beattie
Jordan Mokdassi

3Green John Dib
Anthony Ghalloub

3Yellow Jacob Nahas
Jarrod Cain

4Blue
Ayaan Pandey

4Green Joseph Yasbic
Eliza-Jane Bremner

5Blue Sebastian Nasrallah
Austin Lawlor

5Green Lara Nohra
Joy Sovula

5Yellow George Haddad
Sienna Tatian

6Blue Sienna Saad
Kokoda Mahony

6Green Michael Khattar
Ellina Bou-Said

6Yellow Antonio Isaac
Selene Yacoub

WELLBEING

As we reflect back through Term 1, St Patrick’s students have gone over the school and class expectations as well as
new playground expectations. We have looked at and said “No to bullying” and “Yes to respectful relationships.” As we
enter into Term 2, Peer Support will be an important part of the students’ wellbeing as they learn to work through mini
lessons on resilience and learn to support and listen to each other. A learning focus is also in place as the students were
introduced to “Learner Qualities” and will have a new focus every fortnight. So far we have looked at- 1) Focus - which is
to  help them focus on what the task is and how to attend and direct their attention to complete a task. 2) Perseverance-
where the students are encouraged to keep going, not give up and persevere through the struggle to get to the end
result.

SPORTS UNIFORM

For Term 2, students are to wear their sports uniform on the following days:
Kindergarten - Tuesday & Friday
Year 1 - Thursday & Friday
Year 2 - Wednesday & Friday
Year 3 - Wednesday
Year 4 - Tuesday
Year 5 - Thursday
Year 6 - Thursday
Please note infants are wearing their sports uniform on a Friday due to Gymnastics lessons.



CLOTHING POOL CONTACT DETAILS LABELLING ALL ITEMS

The St Patrick’s Clothing Pool will be
OPEN on Monday19 April from
8:15-8:40am in the School Hall.
Alternatively, you can
complete a “Wish to
Order” form at the office.
School staff will attempt
to meet the request if
items are available.

Please notify the school if you have
changed address or any contact
details such as emails or phone
numbers. It is vital that we have the
correct information in case of
emergencies and to ensure
accurate billing information. This
can be done via the Skoolbag App
under e-forms.

Please ensure that all personal
items (clothing, lunchboxes, bags,
etc.) are clearly labelled with your
child(ren)’s name.
Each year there
are numerous
items of clothing,
especially hats
and jackets that have no names or
identification in lost property.

WINTER SCHOOL UNIFORM

At the commencement of next term, all students are to return to school wearing the St Patrick’s winter uniform.
Haircuts - Just a reminder that

GIRLS BOYS WHERE TO PURCHASE

Green tartan dress
White shirt (long sleeves)
Navy tie
Navy tights
Black school shoes
Navy school jacket/jumper
Navy school hat

White shirt (long sleeves)
Navy tie
Grey ankle school socks with
double blue stripes
Black school shoes
Navy school jacket/jumper
Navy school hat

School hats, school bags and library
bags are available from the office.
Other uniforms can be purchased from:
Joseph's Drapery, Guildford Rd
Guildford
OR Merrylands West Drapers
Merrylands Rd (near Holroyd Rd)

COMPASS PORTAL -  Lodging Absent Notices

Just a reminder that all attendance notes/explanations can be completed via the Compass Portal. Due to the recent
update of the Compass Portal, both parents residing at the same address will now receive the attendance SMS
notification at 10am. Once a note has been submitted, the link will expire. Only one note can be submitted per student
per day.

Parents are also able to attach a doctor's certificate to the note. This can be done while adding an attendance
note, click on “+Add Attachments” (diagram 1). Then upload the doctor’s certificate and click on Save to add the
attendance note with the Doctor’s Certificate (diagram 2).

Diagram 1 Diagram 2

If your child/ren are away from school a note to explain the absence is required within 7 days of the first day of any
absent period. If your child/ren does not bring a note within the 7 days their absence may be recorded as an
‘Unexplained’.

● Note to teacher (upon first day of return)
● Skoolbag App
● SMS Service (link message at 10am)
● Notifying the school office
● Email the school - stpatsguildford@parra.catholic.edu.au

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12Dz6oNABEkWrMxRoPYNjFXTIKcHLY9AL/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12Dz6oNABEkWrMxRoPYNjFXTIKcHLY9AL/view?usp=sharing
mailto:stpatsguildford@parra.catholic.edu.au


Extended Leave
Extended leave is considered to be 5 or more days during the school term for the purpose of a family holiday, family
business, bereavement or other reasons. Parents or carers must complete and submit an Application of Extended Leave
form prior commencing leave and have it approved by the school Principal. This form is available from the office or on
the school website.

NEW CHILD PROTECTION REQUIREMENTS FOR PARENTS

Parents and carers are being encouraged, to once again, become involved in our school life.

A range of checks and undertakings are required for people who work for, or provide services to Parramatta
schools. These checks reduce potential risk and form part of our strategy to build child safe communities.
CEDP has launched a NEW Building Child Safe Communities undertaking form and online training module
that ALL volunteers are required to complete. The purpose of this training is to inform you of the standards of
behaviour and other requirements that must be adhered to when volunteering for CEDP.
1. The undertaking should take no more than 5 minutes to complete.
2. The training module should take approximately 10 minutes to complete.
These can be accessed via this link.

Once the form and training modules are submitted, an automated email will be sent to you within two business
days to confirm the status of your submission. The undertaking form will expire within two years and at that
time you will need to complete the undertaking form and training module again. You will receive an automatic
reminder email when this occurs. Please view the Video for Volunteers to understand the BCSC process for
further information on the new online form and training module.

ART AWARDS

Congratulations to the following students whose artwork was chosen to be displayed in the school administration foyer
from the commencement of Term 2…
Era Dongol,  Victoria Cameron,  Marilyn Jacobucci, May Lin,  Daniel Depares,  Futa Amone,  Lilian Sad, Sara Karaki

https://www.stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au/-/media/Files/CEDP/Sites/Primary/StPatricksPrimaryGuildford-Files/2019-Files/Notes/Application-for-Extended-Leave.pdf
https://www.parra.catholic.edu.au/About-Us/Building-Child-Safe-Communities
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FYXGkMyTlx8


SPORT

Gymnastics Term 2
Kindergarten to Year 2 will begin their 10 week Gymnastics program next term. Students are required to wear their FULL
sports uniform every Friday till the end of term.

St Patrick’s Cross Country - 21st April, 2021

St Patrick’s rescheduled Cross Country will be held Wednesday 21st April, 2021 at Guildford Leagues Sports Ground
Oval for Years 3-6 students.

We will commence at approximately 9:15am and conclude at midday. The children will assemble at school as normal and
walk down to the oval with their class teachers. Lunch orders need to be placed first thing in the morning. Parents
are welcome to watch, but must comply with 1.5m physical distancing and must not approach the students

Reminders:
Date: Wednesday April, 2021
Venue: Guildford Leagues Sports Ground
Transportation: Walk
Uniform: Sports Uniform, hat, recess/drink bottle and sunscreen.

This year’s carnival will be running under a different procedure, due to the current COVID-19 Public Health Orders:
● Parents must keep a 1.5m physical distance and are not allowed to approach their children during the event
● Students are asked NOT to bring food that they can share with friends such as lollies and chips.
● Personal items such as sunscreen, coloured zinc, clothing, towels and water bottles MUST NOT be shared with

other students

Thank you and have a lovely Holy Easter break
Alexander Meoli
Sports Coordinator



PARENT GROUP  NEWS

Thank you to everyone who recently participated in the St Patrick’s Day fundraiser. The Parent Committee raised $350 for
the school.

We would like to thank Samantha Khattar who generously made the cupcakes that we sold on the day and also to the
parents who helped out which was greatly appreciated.

The Easter Fundraiser was held this week with eggs being donated and raffles held through the classes. We thank all our
families for their Easter egg donations.

Our next fundraiser will be for Mother’s Day in early Term 2. Further information will be sent out closer to the date.

We hope everyone has a safe and Happy Easter.



St Patrick’s Guildford Term 2 Planner 2021

WEEK MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SAT/SUN

1
April

19/4
Full winter uniform
8:30am Assembly -
Easter prayer

20/4 21/4
9:15am Mass - 2Blue

St Patrick’s Cross
Country (Yrs 3-6)

22/4

Year 6 Peer Support
Training Day

23/4
Gymnastics K-2

24/4

25/4

2

April/May

26/4
Term overviews sent

home
8:30am Assembly
1:45pm Existing Parents
& Parishioners School
Tour - bookings essential
1:45pm Peer Support

27/4 28/4
8:30am Penance - 3 Green
9:15am Mass - 2 Green
9am Year 3 & 5 NAPLAN
Parent Information zoom
mtg (Mtg ID: 962 7557 9217,
Password: 336464)
6pm Year 3 & 5 NAPLAN
Parent Information zoom
mtg (Mtg ID: 965 4011 6699
Password: 672162)

29/4 30/4

Gymnastics K-2

1/5

2/5

3 3/5

8:30am Assembly

1:45pm Peer Support

4/5
Mothers’ Day Stall
Wrapping

6pm Parent Group
meeting

5/5
Diocesan Cross Country
@ Eastern Creek
8:30am Penance -
3 Yellow
9:15am Mass- 3 Blue

6/5
Mothers’ Day Stall

7/5
Gymnastics K-2
7:30am Mothers’ Day
Breakfast

9:15am Open Morning
Kindergarten 2021

8/5

9/5
Mothers’ Day

4 10/5

8:30am Assembly

1:45pm Peer Support

11/5

Year 3 & 5 NAPLAN Writing

12/5
Year 3 & 5 NAPLAN Writing
(catch up)

8:30am Penance- 3 Blue
9:15am Mass- 3 Green

13/5

Year 3 & 5 NAPLAN Reading

14/5
Gymnastics K-2

Year 3 & 5 NAPLAN Reading
(catch up)

16/5
Ascension

17/5

5 17/5

No Assembly

Year 3 & 5 NAPLAN
Language Conventions

1:45pm Peer Support

18/5

Year 3 & 5 NAPLAN
Numeracy

19/5
Year 3 & 5 NAPLAN (catch
up)

11am National Stimulus
Storytime - 2021 from Space

20/5

Year 3 & 5 NAPLAN (catch
up)

21/5
Gymnastics K-2

Year 3 & 5 NAPLAN (catch
up)

22/5

23/5
Pentecost

6
May

24/5 Our Lady Help of
Christians
8:30am Assembly

1:45pm Peer Support

25/5 26/5
8:30am Penance - 4
Green
9:15am Mass- 3 Yellow

27/5 28/5
Gymnastics K-2

29/5

30/5
Holy Trinity

7
May/June

31/5
Tell Them From Me
(TTFM) survey period
commences

St Patrick’s Athletics
Carnival @ Holroyd
Sportsground

1/6

8:30am Assembly

2/6
8:30am Penance- 4 Blue
9:15am Mass -4 Green

3/6 4/6

Gymnastics K-2

5/6

6/6
Corpus Christi

8 7/6
8:30am Assembly

1:45pm Peer Support

8/6 9/6

8:30am Penance - 6 Blue
9:15am Mass - 1 Blue

10/6 11/6
Sacred Heart Whole
School Mass (tbc)
Gymnastics K-2

12/6 Immaculate
Heart of Mary

13/6

9 14/6

Queen’s Birthday
Public Holiday

15/6
8:30am Assembly

16/6

9:15am Mass - 1 Green
First Penance - 2 Blue

17/6 18/6
Gymnastics K-2

Semester 1 Reports sent
home

19/6

20/6

10
Parent
teacher

interview
s week

21/6
8:30am Assembly

Parent teacher Interviews

22/6
8am Briefing

Parent teacher Interviews

3:15-7:30pm Parent
teacher Interviews

23/6

Parent teacher Interviews

9:15am Mass - 1 Yellow
First Penance 2 Green

24/6

Parent teacher Interviews

25/6

Gymnastics K-2

Last Day of Term 2

26/6

27/6

12 July - School resumes Term 3


