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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE

Dear Parents,

Last week my thoughts were with two groups within our community, our Indian-Australian community and our
mothers. My feelings are opposing ones of concerned sorrow and joyful love. As I have listened to the news in
the past weeks I am overcome with concern for the people of India and Nepal as another wave of covid
infections rages across their countries. My concern lies more closely with the family members and friends of
the Indian-Australians in our school and local community. How difficult it must be to be so far from loved ones
and not be able to provide immediate care or support? To live daily with the prospect of losing loved ones.
Reflecting on this situation really drives home how fortunate we are in Australia and wish that it could be the
same for other countries too. I am sure that you all join with me in wishing our families all the best and pray
that their family and friends in India remain healthy and safely through this difficult period.

Last week my thoughts were also filled with joyful love for our mothers and mother figures in our lives. There
are so many things that our mothers do for us each day that are taken for granted. Last week is one that gives
us the opportunity to appreciate our mums and show them how much we really love them and appreciate all
they do for us. On a personal level, as with all people, my relationship with my own mother is one that
changed as I grew older. Whilst my mother has passed away, I am still fortunate to have a beautiful
mother-in-law.

Last Friday we were lucky to come together as a school community (for the first time in a year) to celebrate a
liturgy in honour of our mothers. I hope all of our mothers, grandmothers, aunts and mother figures had a
wonderful Mothers’ Day last Sunday. I hope that your families shower you with love and affection.  Thank you
to our Parent Group who organised the Mother’s Day stall and to the dedicated staff who worked tirelessly in
the lead up to and on the morning to organise the Mother’s Day Liturgy and cook,serve and supervise during
the breakfast.

Last Sunday’s gospel reading (John 15:9-17) reminded us of the commandment to “love one another”.  This
was extremely fitting as we celebrated Mother’s Day but a gentle reminder to love all that we meet on a daily
basis.

Steven Jones
Principal

At St Patrick’s we are making a di erence by being safe, respectful learners.

https://www.skoolbag.com.au/parentinstructions.pdf
http://www.stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au


UPCOMING DATES NOTES HOME

Week 5
17/5 No Assembly this week

8:45-10:15am NAPLAN (Language
Conventions Yr3&5)
1:40-2:40pm Peer Support

18/5 8:45-10:15am NAPLAN (Numeracy Test
Yr3&5)

19/5 11:00-12:00pm National Stimulus Story
21/5 Gymnastics Program (K-2)

Stage 3 Touch Gala Day

Week 6
24/5 8:30am Assembly (Hall)

1:40-2:40pm Peer Support
25/5 Yr3 Incursion - Properties of Materials
26/5 8:30-2:30pm Stage 3 Girls Soccer Gala Day

8:30am Penance (4Green)
9:15-10:00am Mass (3Yellow)

28/5 Gymnastics Program (K-2)

Stage 3 Touch Gala Day
Stage 3 Girls Soccer Gala Day

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE

THE ELEPHANT ROPE
A tourist was amazed to see in Thailand that a group of beautiful elephants were being held by
only a small rope tied to their front leg. There were no chains, no cages, just a short rope
tethering each huge creature to a small stick in the ground. It was obvious that the elephants
could, at any time, break away from the rope but for some reason, they did not. The tourist asked
the trainer why the elephants just stood there and made no attempt to get away. “It’s simple,” the
trainer said, “when they are very young and much smaller we use the same size rope to tie them
and, at that age, it’s enough to hold them. They try and try to get free but cannot. As they grow
up, they are conditioned to believe they cannot break away. They believe the rope can still hold
them, so they never try to escape.” The tourist was astonished. These enormous animals could
at any time break free but because they believed they couldn’t, they were stuck right where they were.

“I’m not a good reader.” “I hate writing.” “I’ll never get better at this.”

How many of us, like the elephants, go through life believing that we cannot do something? How many of us are capable
of far more than we ever dream of? Too often, these are the words we hear from our students. The reality is… our
students struggle, every single one of them but one possible reason why some students progress more rapidly than
others is their mindset.

Developing the right mindset early on is crucial for a successful, happy life. When kids learn putting forth effort and using
the right strategies can help them get better at things, they feel empowered, and try harder. When they know their brains
are capable of growing, they are more confident, resilient, and not afraid to fail!

Here are some great books that share the message of never giving up and growing our mind.

As for some parent tips, one of the best ways you can model a growth mindset is to speak candidly about the mistakes
you’ve made, and what you’ve learned from them. Speak positively about your mistakes and struggles, and this will show
your children that taking risks and making mistakes are a natural part of the learning process. Explain to your children
that trying hard things is what helps us grow!

The way you praise your children can have a profound impact on their mindset. Research on praise and mindsets shows
that when we praise children for being smart, it promotes a fixed mindset. It sends a message that their accomplishments
are trait-based, and tied to something innate. In contrast, praising kids for working hard promotes a growth mindset. It
sends a message that the child’s effort is what led them to success.

Tracy Hoey
Assistant Principal



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR

MAY- THE MONTH OF MARY

Our Lady appeared to the three shepherd
children at Fatima, Portugal once each month
from May 13 until October 13, 1917.

The message of Fatima highlights many central
truths and devotions of the Catholic faith: the
Trinity, the Eucharist, penance, the Rosary and
sacrifices for the conversion of sinners. There is
special emphasis on the Immaculate Heart of
Mary, which is a refuge of maternal love for us all
and a sure path that leads us to God.

In the end, Mary’s Immaculate Heart will triumph because Mary is full of God’s grace and is all pure. She has the heart of
a mother who cares for her children and wishes them to be saved by her divine Son, Jesus.

During the month of May, all students are invited to pray a decade of the rosary on Wednesday mornings at 8.15am in the
library. During this time they will reflect on the mysteries of the rosary and the needs of our community and world.

THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD
The Ascension will be celebrated on the 16th of May. We remember Christ making
His last appearance on earth, forty days after His Resurrection from the dead.

He led the disciples to the Mount of Olives. Here, He commissioned them to be His
witnesses "in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth"
(Acts 1:8). It is also at this time that the disciples were directed by Christ to "go and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son
and the Holy Spirit" (Matthew 28:19). Jesus also told them that He would be with
them always, "even to the end of the world" (Matthew 28:20).

As the disciples watched, Jesus lifted up His hands, blessed them, and then was
taken up out of their sight (Luke 24:51; Acts 1:9). Two angels appeared to them
and asked them why they were gazing into heaven. Then one of the angels said,
"This same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like
manner as you have seen Him going into heaven" (Acts 1:11).

HOW ARE WE LIVING AS WITNESSES OF CHRIST?
DO OUR ACTIONS SUPPORT OUR FAITH OR COMMITMENT TO OUR FAITH?

IN WHAT WAYS CAN WE INSPIRE OTHERS TO BE LIKE JESUS?
FEAST DAYS
13th May - Our Lady of Fatima
14th May - St Matthias
16th May - The Ascension of the Lord
18th May - St John I
20th May - St Bernardine
21st May - St Christopher Magallanes, companions and martyrs
23rd May - Pentecost

● Please keep in your prayers Nicole Karam, a student from 6 Yellow who is undergoing
treatment for cancer.

● Mrs JennyTitterton from the school office whose mother recently passed away. May eternal
rest be granted to her.

● All those suffering around the world- especially the people suffering from COVID in India
and the civil unrest in Jerusalem.

Yours in Christ,

Wardeh Khoury



MERIT AWARDS - Congratulations to the following students

KBlue Jeremy Dong
Heston Rivas

KGreen Zaina Manalo
Darshith Thapa

1Blue Elijah Cindric
Sophia Youssif

1Green Daniella Jurdi
Allegra Tatian

1Yellow William Burns
Michael Ibeh

2Blue Mikayla Makdsi
Rose Racanelli

2Green Daniel Makhlouf
Emma Portelli

3Blue Callum Wall
Jordan Mokdassi

3Green Zayne Kizana
Alvis Karmacharya

3Yellow Isaac Moussa
Olivia youssif

4Blue Joseph Makhlouf
Rita Makdsi

4Green Akenese Amone
Christian Al Hazouri

5Blue Thomas Adams
Michael Karaki

5Green Alexander El Maalouf
Lauren Angela Silvestre

5Yellow Ethan Bounassif
Chanelle Gittany

6Blue Alexander Farag
Serafina Makdsi

6Green Leon Salem
Alyssa Boustani

6Yellow Madalene Maklouf
Isabella Scaltrito

WELLBEING

As Peer Support continues each week the students have been learning new skills. Over the past two weeks
the students have learnt to identify their qualities and personal strengths. They have also been learning about
how to communicate their feelings and develop skills to succeed. To help reinforce the skills looked at during
Peer support, parents can encourage their children to think about and identify the skills they have used when
trying something new. Encourage your children to communicate their
feelings and how they overcame difficulties.

At St Patrick’s the students have also been learning about Teamwork.
They are being challenged to work together as part of a team.

Grade Gem jars are filling up! Well done Year 5 and Year 1 you are
currently in the lead.

STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAYS

Please note that the last day of Term 2 Friday 25 June and the first day of Term 3 Monday 12 July will be Staff
Development Days (Pupil Free Days).



NATIONAL SIMULTANEOUS STORYTIME THANK YOU

Children at St Patrick’s will drop everything and read ‘Give
me some Space!’ next Wednesday as part of the National
Simultaneous Storytime

A big thank you to the Parent group for organising
the Mother’s Day stall last week. What an amazing
array of gifts the children had to choose from! I
know there would have been many lucky mums,
step mums,grandmothers and aunts on Sunday.

STAFFING HEARING TEST FOR CHILDREN

Mrs Angelique Fernandez (School Counsellor Monday to
Wednesday) has informed Catholic Education, Diocese of
Parramatta (CEDP) that she is resigning to focus on her
private practice.  As a result Mrs Fernandez will be finishing
at St Patrick’s on Wednesday 19 May.

CEDP has appointed Fay Jelley as Angelique's replacement.
Fay will work at St Patrick's Thursday & Friday each week
from 20 May.  Mrs Deborah Skinner will work Mondays and
Tuesdays. We wish Angelique all the very best and thank her
for her contribution to St Patrick’s during the past five terms.

Commonwealth funded hearing
tests for children are available
through Sound Scouts. Bookings
for the onsite Sydney 2021 school
screening program are open.

Book an onsite Sound Scouts screening session

NEW CHILD PROTECTION REQUIREMENTS FOR PARENTS

Parents and carers are being encouraged, to once again, become involved in our school life. Please note that the below
training must be completed prior to parents, grandparents or family members assisting at school events, including but not
limited to classroom helpers, helping on excursions, assisting at carnivals and gala days...

A range of checks and undertakings are required for people who work for, or provide services to Parramatta schools.
These checks reduce potential risk and form part of our strategy to build child safe communities. CEDP has launched a
NEW Building Child Safe Communities undertaking form and online training module that ALL volunteers are required to
complete. The purpose of this training is to inform you of the standards of behaviour and other requirements that must be
adhered to when volunteering for CEDP.
1. The undertaking should take no more than 5 minutes to complete.
2. The training module should take approximately 10 minutes to complete.
These can be accessed via this link.

Once the form and training modules are submitted, an automated email will be sent to you within two business days to
confirm the status of your submission. The undertaking form will expire within two years and at that time you will need to
complete the undertaking form and training module again. You will receive an automatic reminder email when this occurs.
Please view the Video for Volunteers to understand the BCSC process for further information on the new online form and
training module.

PRIVACY AWARENESS WEEK

Last week was Privacy Awareness Week and it is a good time to consider how protected
your own personal information is. Did you know that.. Half of Australians don't know how
to protect their personal information? Our personal information is valuable and worth
protecting. But if you don’t know how, you are not alone. Even though most Australians
(85%) have a clear understanding of why they should protect personal information, 49%
don’t know how to go about it. Many aren’t doing enough to safeguard their privacy due
to lack of time, knowledge and the perceived difficulty of the process. It’s easier and
faster than you think. Click on this link to the Australian Information Commissioner's
website for some practical tips on protecting your personal information.

https://www.soundscouts.com/au/schools/screening_calendar/
https://www.parra.catholic.edu.au/About-Us/Building-Child-Safe-Communities
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FYXGkMyTlx8


LIBRARY

At last our new school library is open for business and the students have enjoyed visiting the new space and borrowing
for the first time this year. It’s great to see so many enthusiastic readers. Library borrowing days are Tuesday Year 2 and
Year 6, Wednesdays Year 1, Kinder and Year 4 and Thursdays Year 5 and Year 3. Please remember to bring a library bag
on these days or borrowing will not be permitted.

1st March - 20th August 2021

The Premier’s Reading Challenge has now begun. Please ensure you return the permission note that was sent home in
order to participate. Parents will need to enter the books their child has read into their Reading Log on the PRC website.
Notes will be sent home shortly with the student’s Username and Password.
PLEASE NOTE there is no hurry to enter the books online, the Challenge is open until 20th August so please be patient if
you haven’t received your Username and Password. Just record the books read (Title and Author) on a piece of paper
and keep in your child's library bag with their name at the top. When the passwords are issued you can then enter the
books online.

In the meantime, have a look at the Premier’s Reading Challenge website and familiarise yourself with the rules.
https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/home.html The school library and public libraries have many books that appear on the
PRC booklists. K-2 will borrow books with the red PRC sticker, 3-4 green PRC sticker and 5-6 purple PRC sticker. They
may read books above their level but not below.

HOW TO LOG IN TO THE PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE WEBSITE & UPDATE THE STUDENT READING LOG
On the PRC website homepage, click on Logon. This will take you to the NSW Department of Education portal login
page, students need to enter their username and password here:

If you do not know your username or password for the PRC website,
please see the PRC coordinator at your school, or ask your teacher to
help you find out your login details.

Go to Student Reading Records.
In the title field, enter just part of the title, eg magic hat, and click on the Search
button. If the title has a 'the', 'an' or 'a' at the beginning of the title do not enter
it into the search field.
If your required book becomes listed as an option, select it.

And this book will become part of your Student Reading Record.

If your book does not appear on the list, you can add the book as a Personal Choice book. You may read up to 5 personal
choice books.

Please contact Mrs Fogarty in the library if you have any questions.
Happy Reading!

https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/home.html
https://prcsupport.freshdesk.com/solution/articles/6000025255-adding-a-personal-choice-book-to-an-online-student-reading-record


CLOTHING POOL KINDERGARTEN 2022 START OF SCHOOL DAY

The St Patrick’s Clothing Pool will be
OPEN on Monday 17 May from
8:15-8:40am in the School Hall.
Alternatively, you can
complete a “Wish to
Order” form at the office.
School staff will attempt
to meet the request if
items are available.

Kindergarten enrolments are now
open for 2022. If your child was born
between 1st January 2016 and 31st
July 2017 please collect an
enrolment pack from the school
office. Alternatively, you can visit our
website ‘How to Enrol’. Please let
family, friends and neighbours know
that 2022 Kindergarten forms are
available.

A reminder that the school day
commences at 8:30am. It is
extremely important that our
students are on time.  Students
who are continually late missed
many of the daily routines and
morning prayer.

WINTER UNIFORM

All children should now be in their FULL winter uniform. If your child is not wearing the correct uniform please send in a
note explaining the reason.
Winter Uniform - Girl                 Winter Uniform - Boy                 Sports Uniform - Girl Sports Uniform - Boy

NATIONAL WALK SAFELY TO SCHOOL DAY (THIS FRIDAY)

This Friday 14th May is ‘National Walk Safely To School Day’. This is an annual event when all
primary school children are encouraged to walk and commute safely to school. If you live close
to school or near a bus stop your child may be able to walk or commute to school. This is a
chance to give it a try and talk about how to walk and commute safely.

Some helpful messages for Parents/Carers
Children up to eight years old should hold an adult's hand on the footpath, in the car park, or when crossing
the road; an adult is defined as a parent, caregiver, grandparent, sibling in high school or older, other relative
or neighbour, or other adult as advised by the child's parents/carers

Children up to ten years old should be actively supervised in the traffic environment and should hold an adult's
hand when crossing the road.

https://www.stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au/Our-Community/School-Notes
https://www.stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au/Our-Community/School-Notes
https://www.stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au/en/Enrol-Now/How-to-Enrol


SPORT

Zone Cross Country 2021

Last Tuesday St Patrick’s Students from Years 2 to 6 represented our school in the Zone Cross Country. All students who
participated gave everything they had in their race and ran to the best of their ability.

Despite not having any students make it to the next level of the Zone Cross Country, we should be very proud of all them
as they all completed their race to the very end.

We would like to thank all the parents who helped and assisted on the day.

Finally I would like to congratulate all the students for their positive attitude,
enthusiasm and sportsmanship.

Alexander Meoli
Sports Coordinator

UNIFORM SURVEY SUMMARY

Thank you to all the families who completed the uniform survey.  Below is a summary of the findings from the survey.

78 families and Years 5 & 6 students completed the survey

What do you think of the uniforms at St Patrick’s?
Positive

● Looks presentable, colour
Suggestions & comments

● All the tops should have school emblems
● White shirts difficult to clean
● Variation in colour and style of boys winter pants
● Quality of some of the garments
● Current uniform outdated
● Winter uniform has too many layers and not comfortable
● Ties, especially for girls and that it stretches
● Other options other than stockings given the climate
● Not comfortable enough
● Boys sock quality

Overwhelming comments regarding changing the white shirts
Parents reported that they wanted to continue to have separate summer and winter uniforms
Students commented on the need for the uniform to be comfortable

Noted areas of change to the uniform
● Winter boys
● Winter girls
● Sports uniform

Winter girls comments that occur continually…
● Colour of the shirt
● No tie
● Tights or socks
● Too many layers
● Pleat in tunic

Winter boys comments that occur continually…
● Design and consistency of the winter boys trousers
● White shirts (change to the same colour as summer uniform)

Sports uniform comments that occur continually…
● Change white shirt
● Different type of material
● White sports shoes



Mother’s Day Celebration


