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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

Dear Parents, 
 
Looking for the perfect gift to give your child? Look no further, for you already have this perfect gift within your power: a 
happy childhood is one of the best gifts that adults have in their power to bestow upon their children. If we make a child 
happy today, we will make the child happy twenty years on by the memory of it. 
 
There is no way that parents can make children happy all the time. Children need to learn how to deal with some distress 
and to figure out how to cope with it. Learning how to deal with life’s frustrations and setbacks is essential for future 
happiness. A parent’s role in these situations is to help children find solutions, not provide them. What’s more, children 
need to know that it’s alright to be unhappy sometimes; it’s part of life.  
 
If we try to eliminate unhappiness, we might be giving the message that it’s wrong to feel sad; children need to 
experience the whole range of human feelings including sadness. However, parents can encourage children to be happy 
about what’s going okay, or what they have, instead of being sad about what’s not going okay or what they don’t have. 
 
Likewise, conflicts and disagreements are a normal part of life and are important in as much as they allow for the 
statement of differences and the expression of feelings. However, our behaviour and manner of relating affect those 
around us profoundly, so, parents need to ensure that differences are reconciled without destroying the differences or the 
people who hold them. Maybe St Peter’s words to his community of believers could be a source of inspiration to us: 
 “And now this word to all of you. You should be like one happy family, full of sympathy towards one another 
with tender hearts and humble minds.” 1 Peter 3 : 8. 
 

Most parents can relate to the statement, “Thank heavens, I’ve got some time to myself!” It is a heavenly feeling not to be 
at the beck and call of others or on the treadmill of house chores. And why is it a heavenly feeling? Because we have 
time to be with ourselves to simply do nothing or to do something that is relaxing and pleasing to us personally. 
 
Well, children are no different to adults in this regard. They need to have some scheduled activities which develop social 
skills or individual talents. But, like us, they need their own space, their chance to follow their own interests, their time to 
manage as they choose, their opportunity to build an inner happiness which they will carry on through life.  
 
As parents, we need to keep an eye on the “big picture” of life and set it within a positive and healthy home environment 
where our children can develop into value-driven, successful and happy people. If they can develop positive attitudes 
about themselves, their family and their community, they will be less inclined to be lured by the, oftentimes, seductive 
messages of popular culture. They will want to be successful, happy contributing people. Their happiness will be our 
happiness.  
 
A tremendous challenge and responsibility for the future.  

Steven Jones   
 Principal   

 At St Patrick’s we are making a difference by being safe, respectful learners. 

https://www.skoolbag.com.au/parentinstructions.pdf
http://www.stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au/


 
 

 

UPCOMING DATES  NOTES HOME 

Week 7 
23/11 8:45am Assembly Zoom Meeting ID: 962 
1641 2017 Password: 331532 
Year 5 Leadership Day 
25/11 Year 5C Bricks 4 Kiz Incursion 
8:30am Penance - 6Z 
8:45-10am Kindergarten 2021 Orientation Day 
(Group 2) 
9:15am Mass 2A 

Week 7 (cont) 
26/11 8:45-10am Kindergarten 2021 
Orientation Day (Group 2) 
Week 8 
30/11 8:45am Assembly Zoom Meeting 
ID: 962 1641 2017 Password: 331532 
2/12 8:30am Penance - 6KF 
9:15am Mass 2H 
4/12 Crazy Hat and Sock Day- Gold coin  

  

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

Why is learning to write so important? 
When we think about the skills most important to develop in young children, a love of reading and writing are always at 
the forefront. A child with a book or pencil in their hands is a child with a bright future in front of them. 
 
With only a few exceptions, everything you’ve ever read was written by somebody. It’s an obvious observation but 
becomes an impressive fact the more you think about it. Be it lawyers, salespeople, teachers, or even sign artists - strong 
writing skills are critical for success throughout our many occupations. 
 
Living in the digital age has made literacy even more important. Most people communicate via email, text, or social 
media, and hence many millions of pieces of information are flowing between us through the written word every day.  
 
The earlier in life writing skills are developed, the stronger these skills will be in the long run. Author, educator and literacy 
expert Pam Allyn agrees. In her book, Your Child’s Writing Life: How to Inspire Confidence, Creativity and Skill at Every 
Age, she says that kids need to start writing early because writing helps to cultivate emotional growth, develop critical 
thinking skills and improve school performance. Below are her five keys to inspiring kids to write. 
 
1. Word Power. Kids love learning new words, and they typically pick them up very quickly. In fact, before kids even 
know how to read, they learn at least nine words a day, Allyn explains. She suggests teaching your kids new words 
regularly. These might be words you read in a magazine, newspaper or on the Internet. Also, share with them words that 
involve their interests. Write notes or letters to each other using new words. Create a word jar by writing out your child’s 
favourite words on a piece of paper and dropping them in and / or talk about the words you hear in songs. 
 
2. Reading Life. There are many benefits to reading aloud to your child, including indirectly teaching them about 
grammar and syntax and how stories are told and supporting their future writing. Allyn suggests reading books from all 
genres, even using picture books to create your own stories. Keep rereading these books to your kids; this helps them 
develop a “writer’s ear. Look for heart-stopping moments of beautiful language, or the just right phrase, or simply an 
unbelievably perfect turn of the plot, or a glorious description of a character that makes you fall in love with him or her…” 
 
3. Identity. Allyn thinks of writing identity as encompassing two parts: 1) how your child likes to write, such as where they 
like to write, using what tools and during what time of day and 2) “what he or she sounds like when they write and the 
modes they prefer.” As kids develop their unique identity, Allyn suggests praising distinctiveness in their writing. For 
example, you might commend them on how they use dialogue or describe events with great humor. 
 
4. Time. Between school and extracurricular activities, you probably feel like there’s little time left to add another activity 
to an already overflowing pile. But making time for your child to write gives them the opportunity to express themselves 
and to practise. 
 
5. Environment. According to Allyn, the essentials for a writing environment are a “surface, writing tools, good lighting 
and inspiration.” When their daughters were young, Allyn and her husband carved out a space for them in the kitchen. 
This way when they cooked dinner, everyone was together as the girls created. 
 
In conclusion, being able to express yourself is a “skill and gift. By cultivating this capability in your child, you are giving 
them the priceless power to share their thoughts and ideas with the world in a meaningful way. Just like our winning 
authors from the ‘Egg’ writing competition.  
 
Congratulations to the following students who won the competition for their grade. Kindergarten- Liana KGM, Year 1 - 
Sakina 1C, Year 2 - Gibson 2C, Year 3 - Seti 3F, Year 4 - Michelle 4H, Year 5 - Zachary 5C, Year 6 - Christian 6Z and a 
special mention to Isabella 5R for her ‘accurate’ details of Mr Jones in her writing. You can read their stories at the end of 
this newsletter. 
 
Tracy Hoey 
Assistant Principal 



 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR 

CONFIRMATION 2020 
Confirmation Mass will be celebrated this Saturday 21st November at 5.30pm. There are 14 children 
that will be receiving the sacrament. Due to Covid-19 restrictions this is a private mass for the 
candidates and 4 guests. No Parishioners or other guests will be able to attend due to the 70 places 
being filled. 

 
ADVENT 

For Catholics, the new Liturgical Year commences with the first Sunday of Advent which is on 
the 29th of November. In this new liturgical year, the Church not only wishes to indicate the 
beginning of a period, but the beginning of a renewed commitment to the faith by all those who 
follow Christ, the Lord.  

The Advent season is filled with preparation and expectation. Everyone is getting ready for 
Christmas — shopping and decorating, baking and cleaning. Too often, however, we are so 
busy with the material preparations that we lose sight of the real reason for our activity: the 
Word made flesh coming to dwell among us. Christians are urged to preserve the spiritual 
focus of Christmas amidst the focus of media and commercialism. 

In the midst of the hustle and bustle of the season, let us strive to keep the Advent season of waiting and longing, of 
conversion and hope, by meditating often on the incredible love and humility of our God in sending us Jesus. In our 
shopping and baking, let us remember to purchase and prepare something for the poor. When we clean our homes, let 
us distribute some of our possessions to those who lack many necessities. While we are “decking the halls” of our 
homes, let us not forget to prepare a peaceful place in our hearts wherein our Savior may come to dwell. 

KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 
● Please keep in your prayers this week the children who are receiving their Confirmation and 

Jesus for the first time in First Holy Communion. May Jesus and the Holy Spirit nourish them spirituality 
to live a worthy life. 

● All those in our community who need our prayers at this time due to family issues,  sickness or 
anxiety. 

● All who have departed this life awaiting the joys of heaven 
● Those suffering around the world due to natural disasters and unjust actions of others. 
 
REMEMBRANCE DAY 
Thank you to all who joined our Remembrance Day Reflection on 11th November. Let us keep in 
our prayers all who are still representing our country Australia in peace keeping efforts around the 
world. 

 They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old 
Age shall not weary them, or the years condemn 

At the going down of the sun, and in the morning. 
                                                    We will remember them. 

                                                                    Lest we forget 
   

 
 
CRAZY SOCK AND HAT DAY 
Students are encouraged to come dressed in cary socks and or hats for 4th 
December 2020. Each child is asked to bring along a gold coin donation on this day 
which will be used to help the Manning Foundations Christmas appeal. Your help 
would be appreciated. 
 

FEAST DAYS 
21st November - The Presentation of Blessed Virgin Mary 
22nd November - Our Lord Jesus Christ King of the Universe 
24th November - Sts ANdrew Dung-Lac and companions 
29th November - First Sunday of Advent 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Lord, as Advent begins, help me to put my eyes on You.   
Help me to open my ears to Your voice.   

And help me to open my heart to Your glorious presence.   
May I be attentive to You in every way You desire to come to me. J 

esus, I trust in You.  
 
Yours in Christ     
Wardeh Khoury 

MERIT AWARDS - Congratulations to the following students 

KA Ruby Vakautu 
Elijah Cindric 

KH Emily Xie 
Natalie Yousif 

KGM Sid Karki 
Michael Ibeh 

1F Marilyn Jacobucci 
John Khalouf 

1C Natalie Al Aama 
Charlie Al Hazouri 

2C Ella Saba 
Jarrod Cain 

2A Angelina Semaan 
Emily Abboud 

2H Hannah Tarabay 
Christian Slieman 

3F Julian Sallit 
Jordan Bani Ayyoub 

3D Nahian Alam 
Bellarose Estephan 

4B Youseff Sukkar 
Alycia Stewart 

4H Jessica Khattar 
Tayla Faras 

4BM Allan Ishak 
Mirella Kennan 

5R Annaliese Loulach 
Mikayla Kastrounis 

5C Francis Nahas 
Jacinta Hallit 

5M Charlotte Boutros 
Joshua Leatherby 

6Z Cynthia El Bacha 
Christian Khalil 

6KF Kristy Mouawad 
Antonio Lichaa 

6CF Julia Diab 
Andrew Sleiman 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S SUMMER READING CHALLENGE 

Join the Executive Director’s Summer Reading Challenge and win a chromebook. We all know the 
importance of reading and how a great book can spark the imagination and creativity too. These summer holidays, we 
are encouraging all students to take the reading challenge and read, read, read! 
 
Students can read anything they like to enter the challenge, whether it’s a comic, play, a piece of poetry, book, e-book or 
animated novel.  
 
Taking part in the Executive Director’s Summer Reading Challenge is easy! Students just need to read something they 
enjoy and tell us in 50 words or less why they loved it. The more a student reads, the more times they can enter the 
reading challenge and the more chances they have of winning one of two Chromebooks or one of 30 runner-up gift 
vouchers to the value of $30. Students can enter online by visiting the CEDP website. 
 
Entries open on 23 November 2020 and close at 5:00pm on 1 February 2021. Terms and Conditions can be found here. 
 

 

https://www.parra.catholic.edu.au/2020EDRC
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wnVNbxLBVKI2uRae2LNIf4h7N1tlxgczClk_8ocu4t0/edit


 

 

 

 

STAFF PLANNING AND ASSESSING  CHILD PROTECTION 

Over the coming weeks staff will be assessing 
students, analysing data and writing reports, 
evaluating the term’s work and planning for 
2021.  On these days staff are replaced by 
qualified teachers.  Expectations regarding the 
behaviour and learning doesn’t change.  The 
planning days are part of the Teacher’s Award 
entitlement and Diocesan Early Years 
Assessment strategy and are used to benefit the 
student’s learning experiences.  We ask that you 
also remind your children of these same 
expectations. 

 Earlier this year, families were informed of the NEW child 
protection requirements that ALL volunteers need to 
complete to assist with any school based events. While 
volunteers haven’t been required this year, we are hoping 
that 2021 will be different. Further information on the new 
online form and training module can be found at 
www.parra.catholic.edu.au under the ‘ABOUT US’ tab. 
Within the form you will also find help sheets and a video 
tutorial to assist you. ALL volunteers must complete these 
new requirements, even if you had recently completed any 
of the child protection components. 

NOTICE OF LEAVING  LIBRARY BOOKS - RETURN  GUIDED READING BOOKS 

If your family is moving and you 
plan to change schools parents 
are required to give a minimum of 
10 week’s notice of intention to 
leave to avoid a requirement to 
pay term fees. Parents are 
required to complete a Notice of 
Leaving form available from the 
office. This form can be completed 
even if you do not have a set 
leaving date. 

 Due to the moving of the 
temporary library in the hall into 
the new library, library borrowing 
has ceased for the remainder of 
2020.  All families are asked to 
return their library books asap to 
assist in the smooth packing and 
transition.  

 Currently there are a lot of guided 
reading books that have been returned. 
These guided reading books are parts of 
sets.  Missing a book means that a new 
set needs to be purchased and this is an 
extremely expensive exercise.  Please 
have a look at home for any guided 
reading books and have your child 
return to their class teacher. 

KINDERGARTEN ORIENTATION 

We are very excited at St Patrick’s to have welcomed our first group of 2021 Kindergarteners for their visit and play in 
their new learning space yesterday and today. 
 
Just a reminder that Group 2’s visit is next Wednesday 25 November and Thursday 26 November from 8.45 to 10am. 
Please don’t come too early as we can’t let you in the gates at the Hall until 8.45, due to COVID restrictions. 
 

 

WATER 

As we enter the warmer months of the year, it is very important that you provide your child/ren with a water bottle or two 
as the bubblers are currently closed due to COVID. We have been getting an increasing number of students who do 
not have any water. Children can refill their water bottles using the water fountain outside of the Kindergarten and Year 2 
space. Please ensure that no glass water bottles are to be used. 

http://www.parra.catholic.edu.au/
http://www.parra.catholic.edu.au/


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

END OF YEAR EVENTS 

  
During the last two weeks of the school year the following events 
will take place at St Patrick’s in line with current Covid-19 
restrictions. To ensure the safety of all whilst celebrating the 
significant end of year events. 
 

7 December (Monday)  
No Whole School Assembly 
11.30am Promotions  
On this day Kindergarten to Year 5 2020 students will be informed of their 2021 classes and class teachers. 
2pm 2021 school leaders will be announced to Year 5 
 
8 December (Tuesday) 
Years 4 - 6 wear sports uniform 
 
9 December (Wednesday) 
Semester 2 2020 School Reports sent home 
9am End of Year Thanksgiving Mass  
Year 6 students and teachers will physically attend the mass in line with Covid restrictions, Kindergarten to 
Year 5 and the parent/family community will view via zoom.  
Handover to 2021 Yr 6 Leaders 
Zoom link - Meeting ID: 965 7995 8726  Password: 660421 
 
10 December (Thursday) 
9:15am End of Year awards  
Students receiving awards and one family member only to attend the End of Year awards in the school hall. All 
other students and additional family members to attend via zoom. Family members must sign in via a QR 
code, remain seated for the whole awards ceremony and leave the school immediately after the event. 
Zoom link - Meeting ID: 927 7166 3276 Password: 738177 
  
11 December (Friday) 
1pm Year 6 Graduation awards ceremony  
All Year 6 students and one family member to attend Year 6 Graduation awards ceremony in the school hall. 
All additional family members will attend via zoom.  Family members must sign in via a QR code and remain 
seated for the whole awards ceremony and leave the school immediately after the event. 
Zoom link - Meeting ID: 998 6540 7971  Password: 985204 
 
Wear Sports Uniform - Kindergarten & Year 1 
 
14 December (Monday) 
Year 6 Celebration Day  
Year 6 to participate in a celebration day facilitated by Motiv8 Sport at Guildford Park from 9am until 2:30pm. 
This event is strictly for Year 6 students only and no family members or other students are permitted to attend. 



 
 
 
 

 
 

WELLBEING 

On Friday the 13th the students at St Patrick’s celebrated Harmony Day. A chance for all the student's to 
celebrate their differences. We saw many wonderful national costumes and colours. Through a variety of 
activities the students showed acceptance and understanding of each other.  
 

 
 
Congratulations to Kindergarten, Year 3 and Year 5 for filling their Gem Jar this week and to Year 1 for 
receiving the Paddy Gem. 

 

SPORT 

Road Safety Week 
This week is Road Safety Week and the students at St Patrick’s will be looking at the 
importance of being a Pedestrian, Passenger and the Safety on Wheels. Many of our 
students either walk to and from home each day or travel by some form of vehicle. 
Therefore teachers will be working with their students on their responsibilities when near 
any roads. 
 
Below are some useful links for parents regarding their responsibilities and duty of care 
when it comes to Road safety. 
Brush up on rules 
Since 2013, Road Rules Awareness Week has given all road users – drivers, pedestrians, motorcyclists, passengers and 
bicycle riders – the chance to improve their knowledge of the NSW road rules. 
 
You can read more about improving safety on the state's roads on the Towards Zero website, and find graphics, quizzes 
and animations posted on the NSW Road Safety Facebook page. 
 
Misunderstood rules 
These video animations and Top 10 misunderstood road rules in NSW guide outline the road rules most commonly 
misunderstood by road users. 
 
They provide simple answers to many road rule questions, including using roundabouts, when you can and can't use 
high-beam and fog lights, and when it is permitted to make a U-turn. The guide is also available at Service NSW centres. 
 
Road users can also visit the Roads and Maritime Services website to view more information on road rules and the NSW 
Road Users' Handbook. 

https://roadsafetyweek.com.au/
https://roadsafety.transport.nsw.gov.au/stayingsafe/drivers/index.html
https://roadsafety.transport.nsw.gov.au/stayingsafe/pedestrians/index.html
https://roadsafety.transport.nsw.gov.au/stayingsafe/motorcyclists/index.html
https://roadsafety.transport.nsw.gov.au/stayingsafe/vehiclesafety/seatbeltsrestraints/index.html
https://roadsafety.transport.nsw.gov.au/stayingsafe/vehiclesafety/seatbeltsrestraints/index.html
https://roadsafety.transport.nsw.gov.au/stayingsafe/bicycle-riders/index.html
http://towardszero.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.facebook.com/nswroadsafety
https://roadsafety.transport.nsw.gov.au/downloads/campaigns/top10_misunderstood.html
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/roads/safety-rules/road-rules/index.html
http://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/roads/licence/documents-forms.html
http://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/roads/licence/documents-forms.html


 
 

 
 

BUILDING UPDATE 

Our building project continues to progress with 2021 Kindergarten, Year 5 and Year 6 spaces having carpet laid, the 
library, music and art spaces ready for carpet and or vinyl and the outdoor learning spaces being finalised.  Our new 
Kindergarten 2021 have had the opportunity this week and next week to learn in the new Kindergarten space.  The 
playground refurbishment has commenced with the concrete paths outside the toilets and canteen being completed.  Over 
the coming weeks this area will be finalised. The staff car park will be handed back over from the builders to the school in 
the next few weeks.  The exciting outcome of this for the school community is more parking for parents.  
 

     
        Outside Kindergarten                                           Year 5 and 6 outdoor learning environment  

     
       Outside Kindergarten                                     Year 6                                             Outdoor playground 
 



 

 
 
 



 

 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 
 



 

 



 



 

 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 


