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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

Dear Parents,  
 
I think like all of you, I am amazed that we have completed another month and are now so close to the fast 
approaching end of the year. Throughout the year, our Catholic faith marks the passing of time with the 
prayerful focus on significant figures in our faith such as Mary the mother of Jesus and other faithful figures 
like saints.  
 
The month of November is one of those important times in our church. We celebrate the twin feasts of All 
Saints Day (1 November) and All Souls Day (2 November). All Saints Day is a time when we remember the 
lives of those exemplary people of faith and commitment who have been recognised as saints. As Catholics 
we consider the Saints to be models of virtue and faith to follow and aspire to emulate. We demonstrate this 
commitment to living a saintly life by taking on the name of a saint when we receive the sacrament of 
Confirmation. Do you remember your chosen saint? What was it about this saint that you admired?  
 
All Souls Day is a day that Catholics hold particularly close to their hearts as we remember those we love who 
have died. When someone we truly love has died there can be an emptiness in the pit of our stomach, and it is 
hard to pray. Sometimes God seems as absent as the one who has died.  
 
But as St Paul says, ‘Hope is not deceptive, because the love of God has been poured into our hearts by the 
Holy Spirit which has been given to us.’ (Romans 5:5) It is the Holy Spirit who gives us the gift of hope to hang 
on to. It is not deceptive.  
 
And so we can continue to pray with confident Christian hope.  
 
‘Day is Done, but Love unfailing dwells ever here,  
Shadows fall, but hope prevailing calms every fear,  
God your Maker, none forsaking take your heart of love’s own making,  
watch your sleeping, guard your waking, be always near.’  
Endless light shines on those we love, O Lord.  
May their souls and the souls of all the Faithful Departed through the mercy of God rest in peace. Amen 
 

Steven Jones   
 Principal   
 

At St Patrick’s we are making a difference by being safe, respectful learners. 

https://www.skoolbag.com.au/parentinstructions.pdf
http://www.stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au/


 

 

 

UPCOMING DATES  NOTES HOME 

Week 5 
9/11-13/11 NAIDOC Week 
9/11 8:45am Assembly (ZOOM) 
11/11 Remembrance Day 

8:30am-2:30pm Year 5 Incursion 
11:00am Remembrance Ceremony  
 

 
 

Week 6 
16/11-20/11 School Dentist Visit 
16/11 8:45am Assembly (ZOOM) 
18/11 8:30am-2:30pm Year 5 Incursion 

  8:45-10am Kindergarten Orientation 
Session 1, Day 1 

19/11 8:45-10am Kindergarten Orientation 
Session 1, Day 2 

 
 

  

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

Kindergarten 2021 Orientation and Transition to School 
Last night we met (via zoom) our new (and old) 2021 Kindergarten parents. It was lovely to see their enthusiasm and 
excitement for next year even if it was virtually. 
 
On Wednesday 18th & Thursday 19th November the first group of Kindergarteners will come to ‘big school’ and on the 
25th & 26th November the second group will visit. We are so excited that they will be able to go into their new learning 
space and meet the teachers. 
 
Here are some tips that you can do to help your child have a positive transition into ‘big school’. 
 
❏ Talk about school, discuss with your child what it might be like and what might happen during the school day. 
❏ Allow your child to try on their school uniform and practise using a lunch box and drink bottle. 
 
Practise Separation 
❏ Try to ‘ease’ your child into school and avoid traumatic, emotional farewells. This is important especially if your child 
has not attended preschool or Long Day Care before. Ask yourself the question “How would I like to be confronted with 
an entirely new situation without any preparation?” 
❏ Before school starts, plan progressively longer stays for your child with friends and relatives. 
❏ When leaving your child, leave your child brightly, cheerfully and quickly. Try not to show concern, or sneak off when 
they are preoccupied.  
 
Help them to adjust to school 
❏ Be optimistic and positive about school. Talk to them about school being a place where she/he will meet new friends, 
read, write, play games, sing and make things. 
❏ Bring out the Countdown to Kindergarten Calendar found in their pack. You might like to spend some time with your 
child each day following the tasks written on the calendar. 
❏ Read through the ‘I am going to school’ booklet a number of times. Talk to your child about the different things that will 
occur throughout the day. 
❏ Send your child to school on time, each and every day. Aim to have a calm household particularly during early school 
days and avoid any early morning rushes. 
❏ Give your child simple duties around the home. This will help foster confidence in the performance of small tasks. 
❏ Encourage your child by admiring work when it is brought home. Give drawings a place of honour in the home, for a 
few days at least. (Don’t focus on mistakes). 
❏ Read to your child and select suitable stories, picture books, radio and television programs for him or her. 
 
In Kindergarten your child will develop their idea of themselves as learners and this will influence the rest of their 
schooling. They need to hear positive messages about themselves, their work and the value of education. You can tell 
them that they did a “great drawing”, that “you are proud of them for trying hard” or that they “behaved in a responsible 
way.'' Hearing these things will boost their confidence as a learner and set them on the right path for school. 
 
For more information regarding Orientation mornings and Kindergarten routines for 2021, please visit our 2021 
Kindergarten Parent Information website at the following link 
https://sites.google.com/parra.catholic.edu.au/2021-kindergarten-parent-info/home 
 
 
Tracy Hoey  
Assistant Principal 
 

https://sites.google.com/parra.catholic.edu.au/2021-kindergarten-parent-info/home


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR 

CONFIRMATION 2020 
Confirmation Mass will be celebrated on 21st November at 5.30pm. Due to the church only being 
able to accomodate 70 people in line with Covid restrictions, the mass will only be available for the 
confirmant and their guests. Each confirmant is limited to 4 others to attend (Confirmant, 
Sponsor and 3 others only).  

 
 
KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 

● Please keep in your prayers this week the children who are receiving Jesus for the first time in  
             First Holy Communion. May Jesus nourish them spirituality to live a worthy life. 

●  All those in our community who need our prayers at this time due to family issues, 
sickness or anxiety. 

● The children preparing to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation 
● All who have departed this life awaiting the joys of heaven 
● Those suffering around the world due to natural disasters and unjust actions of others. 

 
NAIDOC WEEK AND HARMONY DAY 
Next week we will be celebrating NAIDOC week and Harmony Day on Friday 13th November. The 
theme we are adopting next week is “I Am Australian.” 
NAIDOC 2020 invites all Australians to embrace the true history of this country – a history which dates 
back thousands of generations. Classes will be involved in learning about our country's history and 
appreciating the contribution of all cultures to our nation. 
On Friday 13th, Harmony day will encapsulate the themes of inclusivity, respect and sense of belonging. 

Students can come dressed in their national costumes, national sports uniform  or wear something orange. We 
encourage students to bring along something from their culture to talk to their class about. This item can be a souvenir 
containing a site from their country or an item used, a picture of a cultural celebration or family event related to the 
culture. 

 
REMEMBRANCE DAY 
Please join us at 11am on Wednesday 11th November for our Remembrance 
Day Zoom. 
Meeting ID - 915 7533 0901 
Passcode-   892999  
 
 

 
FEAST DAYS 
9th November - The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica 
10th November - St Leo the Great 
11th November - St Martin of Tours 
12th November - St Josaphat 
17th November - St Elizabeth of Hungary 
21st November - The Presentation of Blessed Virgin Mary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
                                                                                                                                           Prayer written by Mirella K in 4BM 
Yours in Christ     
Wardeh Khoury 



 

 

 

 
 
 

MERIT AWARDS - Congratulations to the following students 

KA Mia Boutros 
Chikamso Oyi 

KH Sosaia Graham 
Christine Al Tahech 
Maria Hale 

KGM Olivia Remaili 
Victoria Cameron 

1F Marilyn Jacobucci 
Ereny Botros 

1C Talei Elliott 
Vincent Ayrout 

2C Jordan Mokdassi 
Gibson Lin 

2A Zayne Kizana 
Rachelle Sukkar 

2H Georgina Scaltrito 
Emily Beattie 

3F Patrick Chami 
Joey Bouschdan 

3D Elijah Moawad 
Joseph Tarabay 

4B Angel Geitani 
Daniel Depares 

4H Elias Akkari 
Michelle Makhlouf 

4BM Lara Nohra 
George Haddad 

5R Charbel Akkari 
Selene Yacoub 

5C Jae-Ahn Williams 
Danielle Sleiman 

5M Raquel Ters 
Natalia Jabbour 

6Z Angelica Antoun 
Sylvana Al Tahech 

6KF Lamita Dahdal 
Marie Younan 

6CF Lara Zayden 
Julia Diab 
Joseph Bou-Said 

WELLBEING 

In the last newsletter we looked at four The Zones of Regulation. Within each Zone is a variety of emotions that children                      
can identify with. The reason self regulation is important is that often when self regulation doesn’t take place we see                    
children getting silly, becoming distracted, shutting down, exploding or aggression. Therefore skills need to be taught and                 
developed in coping with situations that may lead us into the Red, Blue or Yellow Zones.  
 
The Green Zone is where we would like to be in at school to be ready to learn. Often children don’t know what to do or                          
what choices to make when faced with confronting emotions. Therefore to be able to develop the skills and ability to help                     
make better choices children need to be equipped with the skill set in order for self regulation to occur. Once children                     
identify which Zone they are in, they are able to take the steps needed to start to successfully self regulate. 
 
Useful strategies. 

● Breath (take slow deep breaths counting in for 3 and out for 3). 
● Walk away (walking away from a situation and calming). 
● Move it or lose it (Being active to get the body to let go of the tension). 
● Manipulatives (holding and squeezing something in the palm of the hand). 

 
Each week our Gem Jars are being filled. Year 2 recently had their grade reward and enjoyed a movie day. 

 

LIBRARY 

In preparation for the move to the new library, library borrowing will cease from Week 6 until the end of the year. Could 
you please return any library books you may have at home by Week 6. Search your bookshelves, school bags, desks, car 
etc. and return anything with a school library barcode on it. Thanks for your assistance.  



 

 

 

 

VOLUNTEERS WITHIN SCHOOLS 

Earlier this year, families were informed of the NEW child protection requirements that ALL volunteers need to complete 
to assist with any school based events. While volunteers haven’t been required this year, we are hoping that 2021 will be 
different. Further information on the new online form and training module can be found at www.parra.catholic.edu.au 
under the ‘ABOUT US’ tab. Within the form you will also find help sheets and a video tutorial to assist you. ALL volunteers 
must complete these new requirements, even if you had recently completed any of the child protection components.  

CLOTHING POOL  ROAD SAFETY   CANTEEN 

To adhere with current advice, the St 
Patrick’s Clothing Pool will operate by 
completing a “Wish to 
Order” form at the 
office. School staff will 
attempt to meet the 
request if items are 
available 

 When crossing Calliope 
Street, please use the 
crossings at the top and 
the bottom of the street.  
 
When dropping your child(ren) off 
remind them to walk on the left hand 
side of the footpath away from the 
kerb.  

 As parents are not permitted within 
the school playground of a morning 
a reminder that lunch orders can be 
ordered via the Canteen app.  For 
more information. All orders are to 
be submitted prior to 9am to avoid 
cutoff of online orders. You will 
receive an email to confirm your 
order. Canteen Price List  

STUDENT ILLNESS - COVID RESTRICTIONS STILL APPLY 

During the past week we have had a number of children who have come to school and been sent home as they are 
unwell. We are still required to operate under the protocols that were advised in August. We understand that some 
children may suffer from seasonal hayfever or allergies and these symptoms can present as covid symptoms, parents 
are asked to obtain a clearance from their doctor for their child to attend school. 

We understand these processes may be frustrating, however in order to protect the health and safety of all we are 
required to follow them. Parents are also asked to be respectful to school staff who call to ask for a child to be collected 
as we are following the procedures expected of us. 

Please refer below to the information shared to families on 19 August 2020. 

COVID-19 Testing 

● Currently, no student should attend school if they are unwell. That still applies but now, each student who is 
absent from school or who has been sent home because they have flu-like symptoms must have a COVID-19 
test 

● Students are not able to return to school until they return a negative COVID-19 result and are symptom free 
● A negative COVID-19 test result must be provided to the school before a student can come back to school. 

The test results can be a NSW Health or COVID-19 Testing Centre letter, SMS or email and/or a medical 
certificate 

● These same protocols apply to school staff. 

BUILDING UPDATE 

Our building project continues to progress with 2021 Kindergarten, Year 5 and Year 6 spaces having carpet laid, the 
library, music and art spaces ready for carpet and or vinyl and the outdoor learning spaces being finalised.  The 
playground refurbishment has commenced with the concrete paths outside the toilets and canteen being completed. 
Over the coming weeks this area will be finalised. The staff car park will be handed back over from the buildings to the 
school in the next few weeks.  The exciting outcome of this for the school community is more parking for parents.   
 

        
            Year 5 Learning Space                                                          Year 5 & 6  Outdoor learning area  

http://www.parra.catholic.edu.au/
http://www.parra.catholic.edu.au/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12Dz6oNABEkWrMxRoPYNjFXTIKcHLY9AL/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12Dz6oNABEkWrMxRoPYNjFXTIKcHLY9AL/view?usp=sharing
https://www.stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au/-/media/Files/CEDP/Sites/Primary/StPatricksPrimaryGuildford-Files/2020-Files/Notes/Canteen-Price-list-and-ordering-2020.pdf
https://www.stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au/-/media/Files/CEDP/Sites/Primary/StPatricksPrimaryGuildford-Files/2020-Files/Notes/Canteen-Price-list-and-ordering-2020.pdf
https://www.stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au/-/media/Files/CEDP/Sites/Primary/StPatricksPrimaryGuildford-Files/2020-Files/Notes/Canteen-Price-list-and-ordering-2020.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

      
          Year 6 Learning Space                     View from verandah outside Art/Music               Outside Kindergarten space 

SCHOOL DENTAL VISIT 

The School Dentist Mobile Clinic will be visiting St Patrick’s in Week 6 (16th - 20th November). If you would like to 
child/ren to participate, please complete the online Dental Consent Form. 
 
Due to the current COVID-19 restrictions, parents will not be permitted to attend your child’s appointment.  
 

 

COMPASS PORTAL -  Lodging Absent Notices 

Just a reminder that all attendance notes/explanations can be completed via the Compass Portal. Due to the recent 
update of the Compass Portal, both parents residing at the same address will now receive the attendance SMS 
notification at 10am. Once a note has been submitted, the link will expire. Only one note can be submitted per student 
per day. 

If your child/ren are away from school a note to explain the absence is required within 7 days of the first day of any 
absent period. If your child/ren does not bring a note within the 7 days their absence may be recorded as an 
‘Unexplained’.  

● Note to teacher (upon first day of return) 
● Skoolbag App  
● SMS Service (link message at 10am) 
● Notifying the school office 
● Email the school - stpatsguildford@parra.catholic.edu.au 

 
Extended Leave 
Extended leave is considered to be 5 or more days during the school term for the purpose of a family holiday, family 
business, bereavement or other reasons. Parents or carers must complete and submit an Application of Extended Leave 
form prior commencing leave and have it approved by the school Principal. This form is available from the office or on 
the school website. 

https://mobiledentistry.totallysmiles.com.au/consent-forms/consent-e-form/
mailto:stpatsguildford@parra.catholic.edu.au
https://www.stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au/-/media/Files/CEDP/Sites/Primary/StPatricksPrimaryGuildford-Files/2019-Files/Notes/Application-for-Extended-Leave.pdf

